MH. 


ANB W 


PRACTICAL ESSAY 


CANCERS: 


CONTAINING, 


I. An Account of their Na- 
ture, Cauſes, and different 
Species. 


II. A Detail of the general 


Method of Practice, com- 
, monly called rational or pal- 
lative. 


111. A Deſcription of the Re- 


medies prapoſed by ſome 
as - Specifics, but found to 
be either dangerous or inef- 


fectual; with Remarks on 
the ſame. 
IV. The moſt ſafe, efficacious, 


and only certain Method of 


Cure, for every Speries of 
Schirruſſes and Cancers with- 
out Cutting, Cauſtic, or any 
painful Operation; as may be 
ſeen by the Caſes annexed. 
V. Brief Remarks on Ulcers 
and Cancers of the Womb, 


To which is added, 


A DISSERTATION. 


ON THE 


Diſorders occaſioned by the MILK; 


WI I n 
Neceſſary Cautions and Directions to lying - in Women, 
Pointing out their dangerous Conſequences, 
And the Means of PREVEN TION and CURE, 


A NEW EDITI O N. — 


By J. BURROWS, 


No. 6, Upper James-Street, Golden-Square. 


— — 


—— 


LOND O N, 


Printed for the AUTHOR; and Sold by J. BAR KER, Rufel! 
Court, Drury Lane G. KearsLY, No. 46, Fleet Street ; ani 
T. n, at the Royal Exchange. 1783. 


D. 


. 


* * 5 -+4 a 
” a a _— 
ths T mY * * 2 1 | 4 * 


1 


PREFACE 
PHOUGH the ſcience of phyſic, througli 
the indefatigable ſtudy, and aſſiduous ap- 
plication of learned and ingenious men for 
many ages paſt, is arrived to a very eminent 
degree; yet the utility reſulting from former 
diſcoveries, not only proves the extent of its 


- art, but amply juſtifies every laudable attempt 


to render it more univerſally curative. 


Phyſic, indeed, unhappily labours under the 
ſame diſadvantage wich many other ſciences, 
(I mean, with reſpect to promoting its improves 
ment by beneficial diſcoveries) from the bigot- 
ted profeſſors, who, through a narrownels of 


genius, or indolence of diſpoſition, ever pur- 


fue the beaten path, and ſypercilioufly cenſure, 


* „e — 


re 
as almoſt preſumptuous, the very propoſal of a 
new method of practice, in caſes the moſt diffi- 


cult, and till then deemed incurable. 


Such is the prevalence of conceit on the one 


hand, and avarice on the other, that many per- 


ſons, who, either through merit or good for- 


tune, having acquired a degree of fame in the 


profeſſion, arrogate to themſelves the higheſt 


praiſe, and ſuch a precedence, as not only to 


lay a reftraint on others, but, by their public 
writings, diſcountenance farther inveſtigation 
of medical knowledge, as if, according to 
their ipſe dixit, the materia medica was at its 
ne plus ultra. | 


To deter men of an inquiſitive turn of mind, 
from purſuing the bias of their genius, they 
have induftriouſly given out, that if there is a 
particular malady incident to the human 


ſpecies, for which no certain remedy has hither- 


to been diſcovered, ſuch circumſtance vill fur- 


niſh a number of pretenders, not only to have 


ſtudied that malady, but alſo to have diſcovered 


its 
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its ſpecific remedy; at the ſame time they cen- 


ſure ſkilful phyſicians, and endeavour to diſpa- 


rage them on every occaſion. 


To all chis chey add, that through the num- 
ber of perſons alllicted, and conſequently deſi- 
rous of trying every method propoſed for their 
relief, thoſe who have hardineſs enough to offer 
their diſcoveries to the public, will never want 


proper objects for the purpoſes of deception. 


But this manner of realbaing can refer to 
empirics alone, and, by no means, reſpeQs 
the ſtudied and experienced phyſician, whoſe 
incumbent duty it is, from his very function in 
life, to traverſe the ample field of medicine, 
and render publicly uſeful, whatever in the 
courſe of his prafiice, he has found ot ſaluti- 
ferous effeR. 


Permit me, on this occaſion, to obſerve, that 
to diſcourage reſearches in the medical art, is 
repugnant to reaſon, the nature of things, and 
univerſal experience, as well as preventive of . 


the moſt important good to mankind, which is 


: health 


viii r ACE 

health of body; for, if ſucceeding generations 
had implicitly followed the practice of phyſic as 
uſed in its infant ſtate, what muſt have been 
the ſatal, unavoidable conſequence ? How many 
ol our fellow creatures would daily groan under 
pains irremediable, and languiſh under diſeaſes 


incurable ? 


However great might be the number of re- 
medies now in uſe, medicine would not have 
been yet overloaded, if phyſicians had not 
given into the practice of combining them to- 
gether in a thouſand forms, and of making a 
prodigious number of different compoſitions of 
them. Thus by ftretching this kind of ſtudy 
beyond all reaſonable bounds, for want of pro- 
per ſpecifics to fix the uncertainty of opinions 
and pradtice, phyſic i is turned into a fluQuating 
polypharmacy, conſiſting of various and innume- 
rable recipes, genęrally received, and ſo far 
admired, as to bear the name of elegant pre- 
fcriptions ; but, in fact, are often found to con- 
fit of ingredients more contradiftory than effi- 


Cac ious. 


Above 
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Above all, to juſtify and even applaud the 
learned enquirer, it may be hinted, that nature 
inflits no diforder on mankind, for which ſhe 
has not provided a remedy ; and conſequently, 
| that if there be a diſeaſe incurable, it is not 
becauſe: there is no remedy, but becauſe that 
remedy is not diſcovered. 


And, as Lord Bacon obſerves, in chap. xx 
The ſubject of medicine, (man's body) ſays be, 
is of all other things in nature moſt ſuſceptible 
of remedy ; but then that remedy is moſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of error; for the ſame ſubtilty and va- 
riety of the ſubject, as it doth afford a large 
poſſibility of cure, ſo does it give great facility 
to error, Wherefore, as the art (eſpecially as 
it is now managed) may well be placed among 
thoſe arts that are moſt of all conzeQural, ſo the 
enquiry into the ſame may be reckoned one of 
the moſt difficult, and therefore ought to be the 


more exact. 7 


But while mean and ſordid ſouls have weakly, 


though too ſucceſsfully, attempted to prevent 
| the 
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the inveſtigation of the moſt extenſive, as well 
as beneficial. ſcience; noble and generous 
minds have ever recommended and encou- 
_ raged, not only its general ſtudy, but a pecu- 
iar application to thoſe diſtempers, which have 
moſt baffled the {kill of phyſicians ; in conſe- 
quence of which, it is well known that cures 
have been effected, though long before deemed 


impraQicable, 


There are many inftances upon record, 
which prove the vaſt ſucceſs of diſcovery in the 
healing art; and therefore indiſputably ſhew 


the abſolute neceſſity of continual reſearches. 


The molt eminent phyſicians have likewiſe en- 
couraged, both by their example and recommen- 
dation, the conftant purſuit of ſuch an extenſive 
ſtody, particularly the learned Dr. Boerhaave 
Pay ſie, ſays he, is no ſcience formed A PRIOKI 3 
it is no production of the human mind, framed 
by reaſoning and deduction: it took its riſe from 
a number of experiments caſually made,” without 


any expectation of what followed, and was only 


reduced, 


PRI E xi 
reduced into an art or ſyſtem, by lay ing down 
the axioms (or all the general irujbs) which the 
particular experiments of phyficians and others 
had hitherto demonſtrated, comparing the effects 
of ſuch experiments, and obſerving the uniform | 
tendency thereof : and the whole body of ſuch 
univerſal truths, collected ſrom all the particular 
ones, is what we call the theory of phyſic: ſo 
far then as a number of experiments agree to 
eſtabliſh any undoubted truth, ſo far they may 
be conſidered as conſtituting the doctrines of 
phy fic. 


* 


Again, from infinite obſervations and experi- 
ments, it evidently appears, that the truths of | 
phyſic are none of them deduced A PRIORI, 
from any abſtracted contemplations of the mind ; 
but. collected a roSTER1OR1, from innumerable | 


experiments caſually made, 


Thus ſupported by univerſal experience, as well 
as the opinion and example of the learned, I can- 
not be awed by the ſophiſtical argumeats of any 
writers, merely to apologize for their own igno- 
rance, and deter the aſſiduous from the inveſtiga- 
tion of that knowledge which they have ſought 

in 


in vain the following Ess A is therefore laid 
before the public; who are not to be biaſſed by 
the parade of a name or title; but will cenſure 
or approve, according to the maxims of truth 


and reaſon. 


The preſent diſeaſe, which has been the pe- 
culiar object of my ſtudy during a progreſs 
of upwards of twenty years through France, 
Italy, Turky, and the Levant; has been ge- 
nerally deemed incurable, and the ordinary 
methods of treating it proved upon the whole 
little more than palliative. Hence, I am certain, 
I ſhall not be exempt from the cenſute of many, 
who deem this malady incurable, if I venture to 
pronounce it curable; which I hope to rendet 
ſufficiently evident, not only from the theory in 
the courſe of this work; but by the certain ſuc= 
ceſs of my own practice, which, while it meets 
with the bleſſings of the afflicted, can abide the 
ſtribteſt examination of the learned. 


From the prevalence of ſchirrous and cancer - 
ous diſorders, and their various treatment with ſo 
little ſucceſs, I determined moſt affiduouſly to 
apply myſelf to the ſtudy of the peculiar na- 

ture 
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ture of the ſame, and the moſt probable means 
of finding out a ſpecific remedy. In order to 
this I peruſed the beſt writers on phyſical ſub- 
je&ts in al) ages, reviewed the practices of the 
moſt eminent phyficians, tried every expedient, 
and made the moſt minute obſervations from a 
great vari-ty of experiments, during the courſe 
of many ycars conſtant practice. 


But all this ſeryed only to confirm my opinion, 
that all the methods yet purſued were, as before 


obſerved, little more than palliatives or temporary 
reliefs, 


Thus baffled in the uſe of every medicine 
hitherto uſed and recommended, I had, at length 


recourſe to amputation, but found that method 


of practice as ineffetual as the former; I have, 
indeed, the ſatis faction to find ſome of the moſt 
eminent phyficians coincide with my opinion 
concerning extirpation in general : among others 
is Dr. Monro, a celebrated profeſſor at Edin- 
burgh, as appears from the following caſe. 


On the firſt of June, 1764, there was a con- 
ſultation concerning the caſe of a young lady 


afflicted with a cancerous diſorder in her breaſt : 


Drs, 
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Drs. Monro, Rutherford, Cullen, and Auſtin 
were preſent; Dr. Monro ſaid he never adviſed 


extirpation; for out of two hundred patients who 


had had their breaſts amputated, he had only 


ſeen three complete cures. , 


Thus being convinced that no-certain method 
of curing confirmed cancers has hitherto been 
employed by phyficians; at leaſt, the general 
want of ſucceſs in the common treatment, too 


plainly diſcovers,. that any effectual method is 


very little known; I therefore concluded, that 


the purſuit of an effectual remedy for that moſt 
afflicting diforder, was worthy of all the care and 
pains I could poſſibly beſtow upon it. Nor did 
1 decline the ſtudy ; for ſtill perſuaded of the 


truth of the abovementioned maxim, that every 


diſeaſe has its antidote, I perſevered in enquiries 
and experiments, in the courſe of my travels, till 
at length, my labours were amply compenſated 
by a fortunate incident. In my progreſs through 
the Levant, I met with an Armenian phyſician, 
who practiſed there on cancers with aſtoniſhing 
ſucceſs, On my hinting to him the ſuperior 


efficacy of his medicine to any I had ever known, 


both in my own practice and that of others, he 


generouſly | 


1 
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generouſly imparted to me the valuable diſco» | 


very. I made trial of it on ſeveral patients, both 


in ſchirrous and cancerous diſorders, and found its 


efficacy anſwer my utmoſt expectations. 


In order to extend the utility of the remedy 
imparted to me, I as generouſly communicated 


it to ſome foreign phyſicians of , eminence, from 


whom I learn by daily information, that they 
practiſe it with as much ſucceſs in other coun- 
tries, as I do in England; either by diffolving 
ſchirrous tumours, or bringing them to a laudable 
ſuppuration ; as well as eradicating and perfectly 
curing recent, yet confirmed cancers, without 
repelling the humour, or danger of its invading 
the nobler parts; which no other remedy was 
ever known to effect, as will appear by the caſes 


' hereunto annexed ; and for further ſatisfaction. 


any gentleman of the faculty may examine my 
patients before I begin with them, vifit them 
under the operation of the medicines, and ſee the 
event, 


In order to juſtify my pretence, I have, in the 
firſt place, particularly ſhewn the ſource and 
progreſs of ſchirrous and cancerous diſorders, as 

conducive 


WM. PIROE FACE; 
conducive either to explain, or illuſtrate the na- 
ture and hiſtory of the diſeaſe ; next I have laid 
down the general and particular treatment of 
other practitioners, with ſome obſervations on 
the ſame; and, in the laſt place, I have ſub- 
joined what I found to be almoſt infallibly at- 
tended with ſucceſs in the cure of thoſe diſtem- 
pers, and which I take more immediately to re- 
ſpect the theory of the diſeaſe, and effectually 
correſpond with the quality and efficacy of the 
medicines uſed therein, 


In ſtating which things, however my opinion 
may differ from others, I do. not mean thereby 
to weaken their credit, nor reflect upon their 
diligence. And though I might claim ſome fa- 
your for the pains I have taken, yet I deſire only 
ſuch encouragemeat, as upon trial of the medicine 
I ſhall be found to deſerve. 


— 
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N. che eilemteg Treatiſe, I ſhall. ſet 
forth a practice founded on rational 
principles, ſtudiouſly avoiding all trifling 
ſpeculations, ſuch being calculated folely 
for mere amuſement, as they no ways con- 

_ cur with what ought to be the main inten- 
tion of our ſalutery profeſſion; namely, that 


of relieving our fellow creatutes from thoſe 


bodily calamities, pains and diftempers, 
which are the proper: objects of our art. 

la this our preſent enquiry, it may there- 
fore not be amiſs to follow the method of 
practice phyſicians obſerve, when they 
moon inform themſelves of the condition 
| B of 
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of a ſick perſon, in relating firſt the ſymp- 
toms which commonly attend the diſorder ; 
ſecondly; in -diſcovering the cauſes which 
might occaſion or produce them ; and laſtly, 
in enumerating, the conſequences of its con- 
tinuing, and the effects of an improper cure ; 
and how all theſe inconveniences thus ob- 


ſerved neceſſarily flow from the duration of 


the diſtemper, under the-circumſtances of 
nature, and the endeavours for curing it. 

Thus, for the right underſtanding the 
nature and cure of a Cancer, it is neceſſary 
that its cauſes and ſymptoms be judiciouſly 
inveſtigated, accurately, fully, and metho- 
dically explained. I ſhall therefore, agree- 
able to method, in order to enable the 
reader to attain a juſt idea of our prefent 


ſubject, begin with a deſeription of a ſchir- 
rus, the origin and ſource of a Cancer, 


and examine and trace it in its progreſs to 
its ultimate malignant ſtate. 

But, before I proceed, a previous account 
of a morbid tumour. will, I apprehend, 


greatly conduce to a further: elucidation of 


the matter. To this intent, I ſhall uſe my 


"Lox: | earneſt 
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earneſt endeavours to communicate what F 
| have experienced in à long and facceſsful 
treatment of Cancers (both at home and in 
foreign parts) with that exactneſs which is 
due to truth, and that ſincerity which is 
natural to every candid writer, 


* 
Of a MorBiD Tu uo 0 K. 3 


Morbid tumour is a preternatural ele- 

vation or eminence riſing above the 
level of the neighbouring parts, from a 
collection of ſome humour retained contrary 
to the order of nature; and conſequently i is 
deemed a real diſeaſe. 

Thus when any part of the human body 
is, by an afflux of ſome humour, ſwelled or 
encreaſed beyond its natural bulk, it 1s called 
a tumour. This ſpecies is named humoural, | 
and of ſuch only I ſhall here treat. 

Tumours of this kind are either languine 
or lymphatic ; the firſt is cauſed by fluxion * 
: C the 
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the ſecond by congeſtion. A tumour cauſed 
by fluxion, is that which is raiſed at once, 
Or in a very ſmall ſpace of time, by reaſon 
of the fluidity and retention of blood; and a 
tumour by congeſtion, that which is pro- 
duced by degrees, and almoſt inſenſibly, by 
reaſon of the lentor or ſpiſſitude of the 
lymph. The cauſes are either internal or 
external, as will be deſcribed in the ceurſe 
of this work. 

Inflammatory tumours are of the ſanguine 
kind, as the phlogoſis, eryſipelas, and phleg- 
mon. Theſe, as they proceed from the ſame 
cauſe, namely a ſudden repletion of blood, 
are nearly fimilar, differing only, in degree 
of inflammation z of which hereafter. 

Indolent or inſenſible tumours are of the 
Iymphatic ſpecies, as the œdema and ſchir- 
rus. Theſe haye all their gradations; and 
of theſe I ſhall treat more particularly, ag 
being the preſage and baſis of a Cancer. 
The pathognomonic or inſeparable ſi gns 
df an inflammatory tumour are heat, pain, 
tenſion, renitence, pulſation, and rednels. 
Theſe ſymptoms are all eſſential, but not al- 
ways found i in the lamg degree of intenfity. 
The 
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The eſſential characteriſtics of a ſchirrus 
tumour are hardneſs, renitency reſiſting the 
touch, indolence, changes not its natural 
colour, and has no particular heat. Thoſe 
diagnoſties likewiſe have their variations. 
Tumours, both ſanguine and lymphatic, 
have alſo their accidental differences, whieh 
proceed from the diverſity of cauſe, their 
nature, ſimilitude, and fituation : a deſerip- 
tion of which, being not ſo material to our 
preſent ſubject, T ſhall omit as unneceſſary. 
Tumours are likewiſe fimple, or compli- 
cated ; benign, or malignant; univerſal, or - 
partial; perfect, or imperfect; large, or 
ſmall; legitimate, or ſpurious; circum- 
ſcribed, or not circumſeribed; ſyſrophic, | 
or occult; or ulcerous, opened, and con- 
firmed. They have alſo their periods, as 
commencement, encreaſe, ſtate or con- 
ſiſtence, diminution, or refolution; and 
they often terminate in a ſchirtus and 
Cancer, a gangrene or mortification ; each 
of which in the ſequel will be explained in 
its proper place, 
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Of the PuLEGMON, or INFLAMMA- 
| TION, 


VER part of the body is ſubje@ to 
repletions of blood from its circula- 
tion, followed by ſwelling, tenſion, redneſs, 


heat, and pain of the place affected; and 
which even bring on feyers, when they are 


conſiderable. All theſe kinds of repletion 


are called in general inflammatory tumours, 
The Greeks have named this kind of tu- 


mour ®Xeypory, i. e. incendium, becauſe 
of the heat which accompanies it; the 
Latins, for the ſame reaſon have called it 
inflammatio; in Engliſh and French both 
theſe appellations are uſed, but that of in- 
flammation is the moſt common; and it is 
diſtinguiſhed, according to the degree of 
the diſorder, into the phlogoſis, when the 
ſymptoms are flight; and phlegmon, or | 
inflammation, when the ſymptoms are more 
prevalent. 


This 
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This tumour has four periods. Its com- 
mencement and augmentation, that is, when 
the ſymptoms we have mentioned are begun, 
and continue to encreaſe; its ſtate or con- 
ſiſtence, when the accidents remain in the 
ſame degree; diminution or reſolution, 
when they begin to decline, and the tumour 


diſſipates gradually. 


Sometimes, inſtead of reſolution, a ſuppu- 
ration happens; in which, after the ſymp- 
toms are in the higheit degree, the tumour 


- diffolves, and forms an abſceſs or impoſt- 


hume, a middle ſtate betwixt reſolution and 
gangrene: at other times, which is. ſtill 
worſe, in the very ſtate of the diſeaſe, the 
tumour grows black, ſubſides, becomes in- 


dolent, and a gangrene ſupervenes, and ſoon 


after a ſphacelus or perfect mortification. 
Phlegmon or inflammation is external or. 
internal; external, when it occupies. the 
exterior parts, as the breaſts, armpits, &c. 
internal when it ſeizes upon the vicera, or 
ſome other inward part. It is to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by the pulſe as ſoon as it raiſes 
to any conſiderable degree; by anatomical. 
W ; by the reſpective complaints of 
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cedirmey and by the known analogous late 
of exterior inflammations. 

Fever is another eſſential ſymptom of in- 
flammation, eſpecially if great and internal, 
ſometimes it precedes the inflammation, and 
contributes to produce it; and ſometimes it 
depends on the ſame cauſe which produced 
the inflammation : but when theſe circum- 
ſtances fail, at leaſt, it always ſucceeds the 
mflanmmatipn, however inconſiderable it 
may be; becauſe the diſorder alone, which 
the inflammatory repletion makes in the 
economy of the circulation, muſt bring it 
en, even independently of the other cir- 


gumſtances which may conduce to it. 


Sometimes it is eircumſcribed, that is, 
limited; and ſometimes not circumſcribed, 
that is; when its limits are undetermined, 
and end in degradation. It is ſyſtrophic, 
when it tends to ſuppuration, and not 
ſyſtrophic, when it tends to reſolution, 

Theſe are eritetions ſufficiently certain, to 
determine on the different kinds of inflam- 
mation; and as there are three other ſpecics 
of principal tumours, namely cedema, etyſi- 
Pelas, and ſchirrus, there muſt reſult parti- 

cular 
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cular combitiations from the concurrence of 
each of thoſe tumours with inflammation. 
Thus it may either be ſimple or complicated 
with ſome of them, which conſtitutes different 
ſpecies of inflammation, eryſipelatous inflam- 
mation, edematous inflammation, and ſchir- 
rous inflammation. 

The breaſts of women are ſubject to in- 
flammation, at leaſt, as much as the other 
parts of the body. If it ſpreads all over the 
breaſt, it is then univerſal, which is, how- 
ever, very rare; ſometimes it is confined to 
one part of it, and it is then partial. 

It is thus, that a judgment is made of the 
ſwelling and tenſion of this part, from the 
ſpace which it occupies; from the reſiſtance 
perceived there; from its heat; from its red- 
aefs, and pain. To theſe ſymptoms, which 
eſſentially belong to the inflammation of the 
breaſts, ſeveral othets are commonly joined; 
which, although leſs eſſential, claim, never- 
theleſs, conſiderable attention; as the ſup- 
preſſion of the breaſt-milk, when the inflam- 
mation happens in child-bed women ; or of 
the menſes, when it happens during the 
time they ought to flow. 


The 
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The theory of the cauſes of inflammation 
is neceſſarily reduced to fixing the cauſes 
which may give riſe to the repletion of the 
blood veſſels of the part affected; to its irrup- 
tion or deviation into the collateral lympha- 
| tics; and to the extravaſation of ſome of the 
blood, which is made by the laceration of the 
ſanguine, or lymphatic veſſels, and diffuſed 
in the texture of the parts. The firſt pro- 
duces a ſimple phlogoſis ; the ſecond a com- 
mon inflammation ; the third a ſyſtrophic 
inflammation. Theſe three cauſes are ſubſer- 
vient to each other, in ſuch a manner, that 
repletion brings on irruption, when it is too 
great, or laſts too long ; and that both pro- 
duce extravaſation in ſimilar circumſtances. 
There are then three principal claſſes, 
which include all the cauſes of the inflam- 
mation of the breaſts; and nothing more 
remains wanting in order to the thorough 
elucidation of this theory, than to enumerate 
the particular cauſes, which may alone pro- 
duce inflammation; and they produce it 
more certainly, in a greater degree, and with 
more danger, when they combine with any 
of the antecedent diſpolitions that augment 
| their 
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their power, or which diſpoſe the breaſts to 
be more affected by them. 

Theſe antecedent diſpoſitions are os two 
kinds; the one univerſal, and dependant on 
the quantity and ſtate of the blood; the 
other partial, and relative only to the parti- 
cular ſtate of the breaſt and its veſſels. 

The general antecedent diſpoſitions are a 
plethora, or too great plenitude of blood; the 
rare faction of it, or its diſpoſition to rarify, 
which is equivalent to a plethora; to which 
ought to be added, the too great uſe of wine, 
ſpirituous liquors, immoderate walking; 
violent paſſions, ſuch as anger ; too ſtrong 
exerciſe, ſudden cold, unexpected fright, or 
violent grief, exedit animam agrituds ; ex- 
ceſſive hot ſeaſons, &c. becauſe all theſe 
cauſes either introduce a too great rarefaQtion 
in the blood, or make it circulate with too 
much impetuoſity. f 

The local, or particular antecedent diſpo- 
ſitions, are, natural laxity, or want of due 
elaſticity in the contexture of the breaſt, 
which occaſions its failing of power, to preſs 
out the blood; obſtructions; ſchirrous ſtag- 
pations; ſchirruſes of the breaſt, or of ſome 
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of its parts, which turn the courſe of the 
blood; the varicous dilation of the veſſels, 
which facilitates the ſtagnation; the parti- 
. cular defect of ſome part of the breaſt, which 
may happen to be bruiſed, wounded, torn, 
compreſſed, ulcetated, &c. ſo that the blood 
can ſcarcely circulate with freedom. 

It is only by weighing the nature and 
degree of each of theſe diſpoſitions, and by 
duly conſidering the combinations they may 
have, with the different cauſes of inflamma- 
tion of the breaſts, that we can approach to a 
juſt eſtimation of the degree of inflammation ; 
and that we are enabled to treat of the danger 
that attends it, and of the conſequences, 
againſt which precautions are to be taken. 

The inflammation of the breaſt is certainly 
very dangerous. The danger that attends it 
may nevertheleſs vary, according to many dif- 
ferent circumſtances, which have been already 
enumerated in the foregoing ſymptoms. 


METHOD 
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METHOD of CU R E. 


HERE are three principal intentions, 
that ſhould be propoſed in the treaty 
ment of the inflammation of the breaſts. 
1. To put a top to the progreſs of the reple- 
tion in the veſſels ; ta diminiſh that which is 
already made; and, by this means, to prevent 
the progreſs of the inflammation, and miti- 
gate the violence of that which already ſuh : 
liſts, 2. To relax the conſtringed fibres of 
the breaſt ; to diminiſh, or whally to rempyes 
the ſtrangulation of the capillary veſſels, and 
to prevent the courſe of the circulation Sram: | 
being abſtructed. 3, To quiet, or mitigate 
the pain, which aggravates all the ſymptoms, 
and which is the principal cauſe of the'gony, 
ſtriction of the fibres of the breaſt. 
The firſt of theſe intentions is the maſt 
urgent and the moſt conſequential. It is only 
to be effected by bleeding, and that accords 
ing to the degree of the diſorder, and the 
habit and ſtrength of the patient. There are 
ſeveral ways of affecting the ſecond intention: 
and conſequently thoſe may be ſelected, which 
are judged to be moſt agreeable to the parti- 
| cular 
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cular circumſtances that occur; or, if it be 
approved of, they may all be tried ſucceſſively, 
according to the exigence: internally, asemol- 
lient and cooling emulſions, externally, cata- 
plaſms, fomentations, embrocations, &c. 
To fulfil the third intention, recourſe muſt 
be had to the uſe of the relaxing and anodyne 
topics, which have been propoſed for the 
ſecond intention; and the uſe of them muſt 
be perſiſted in without remiſſion, till the part 
is freed from the tenſion, by which means a 
diminution of the pain is generally procured ; 
+ if not the uſe of narcotics, which become 
neceſſary, when ſimple relaxants are not found 
ſufficient. But they are given only in very 
little doſes, which are repeated every fourth 
or fifth hour; in ſuch manner, that the 
quieting, or, at leaſt, mitigating the acute- 
neſs of the pain, may be brought about, 
without throwing the patients into a doſing 
ſtate. | 
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General precautions to be obſerved in 
the treatment of the infra MaLIOnN 


of the breaſts. 


HE patients muſt be kept in bed in the. 
LL molt {till manner poſſible. Moreover, 
ſilence andeaſe of mind muſt be recommend, 
ed to them ; as theſe circumſtances are very. 
neceſſary for thecure. The patients ſhould alſo, 
be nouriſhed with very weak broths, made 
with veal and chicken ; or, what is more 
proper, they ſhould be confined to ſimple 
chicken water. It would be till better to 
boil in theſe broths or water ſome cooling 
plants, unleſs the reducing them to the form 
of an emulſion, with the cold ſeeds, ſhould 
be preferred, However ſtrict this regimen 
may appear, and however weak the patient 
may be, it ſhould be invariably obſerved, far 
the firſt four or five days : but there ſhould 
not be allowed any meat till there be a cer- 
tain proof that the reſolution is begun. 
When the pulſe grows weak, endeavours 
muſt be made to reanimate it, by mild cor- 
dials : which are diaphoretic, and proper to 
| excite 
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excite a breathing ſweat, that relaxes the 
conſtringed parts: but, nevertheleſs, there 


mult be great circumſpection in the uſe of 


theſe cordials. 


After the firſt days, when the veſſels are 
freed from the conſtriction, by a ſufficient 
number of bleedings, and the pain of the in- 
flammation begins to ſubſide, means muſt be 
uſed to empty the firſt paſſages, by apozems 
madeof ſoftening andemollient herbs. Theſe, 


light minoratives are the only means to ſur- 


mount, or, at leaſt, to diminiſh, the parox- 
yſms, which make the greateſt danger of the 


diſeaſe; as they threaten the breaſts with a 


freſh repletion, when they are great. When 
the reſolution is perfect, or much advanced, 
the patient ſhould take for ſome days to- 
gether, twice in the day, that is, in the 
morning and evening, broth, or apozems. 
It is proper alſo to purge the patient a little 


more effectually. 


ax 
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Obſervations on the foregoing . practice: 


PINION has been a long time divided; - 
with relation to the place where it is 
proper to bleed, in the inflammation of the 
breaſt ; a ſkilful phyfician will, from the 
ſymptoms and circumſtances, and a proper 
attention to the doctrine of evacuation and 
revulſion, ſoon determine the preference. 
Eginetus and his followers have recom- 
mended the giving no food in inflammatory 
caſes, during the firſt three or four days: it 
is certain very little nouriſhment ſhould be 
taken by a patient in a caſe ſo acutez and 
with reſpect to this every body is agreed. 
There are caſes undoubtedly, where the 


patient may, and ought to be, confined to a 


ſtrict regimen, for the firſt days; but Iam 
not of opinion it ſhould be made a general 
rule; and I ſuſpect that the dogmatical deci- 
ſion of Æginetus is leſs the fruit of his expe- 


tience, than the conſequence of his prejudice 


in favour of the ſyſtem of thoſe who made 
this ſeverity in diet the common baſis of 
their practice. Morever, a freſh ſupply of 

C good 
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good chyle brings into the blood a cooling, 
anodyne, and balſamic. quality ; and, by its 
diluting the juices, prevents ſpiſſitude and 
acrimony. | 

Formerly many phyſicians applied to the 


© inflamed breaftaſtringent and repellent topics 


actually cold, or ſuch as were prepared with 
vinepar ; and, as they abated at firſt the ar- 
dour of the inflammation, the patient per- 
ceived for the preſent a ſenſible relief from 
them: but this flight ſucceſs ſhould be no 
inducementtv imitate this practice, of which 
'the confequences are dangerous ; becauſe 
they thicken the blood, and contract the 
fibres of the part affected; upon which they 
immediately act, and therefore injure the 
circulation, which augments the imflam- 
mation, retards the reſolution, and often 
brings on a gangrene, ſuppuration, or ſchir- 
rus. It is for this reaſon, as the real good 
of the patient ſhould always be preferred to 
their momentary and delufive cafe, none but 
warm topics, and fuch as are proper to relax, 
attenuate, and remove conſtriction, ſhould 


ever be applied. 
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C HAP. I. 
Of the Scuixxus of the BrrAsSTs. 


THE ſchirrus of the breaſt is a kind of 
tumout, which has five eſſential cha- 
racteriſtics, 1ſt, It is hard, renitent; and reſiſts 
the touch; 2dly, Indolent or inſenſible, even 
when preſſed; 3dly, It does nut change the 
natural colour of the part, till it becomes 
more profound, larger, and then often turns 
livid; 4thly, It is gradually formed by way 
of congeſtion ; gthly, it has no particular 
heat more than what is natutal. 
The Greeks have called this tumour 
Exo05 becauſe of its hardneſs z for Hirros 
fignifies properly in Greek, a piece of marble; 


Jragmentum marmoris ; the Latins have uſed 


the ſame name to deſcribe it ; and from 

thence we adopt the ſame appellation. 
Schirruſies are common to all parts of the 
body, both internal and external, particularly 
the glandular parts, as being thoſe which ſe- 
parate the thick hamours ; and it is eaſy to 
judge from thence, that the breaſts, the liver, 
and the uterus, muſt be peculiarly ſubje& 

to them; which experience confirms: 
C2 It 
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It is proper to diſtinguiſh the different 


kinds of ſchirrufles ; becauſe it has ſome ef- | 


fect on the prognoſtic that ſhould be made. 
The ſchirrus extends ſometimes over the 
whole compaſs of the . breaſt, and is then 
called univerſal or total: but it is more fre- 
_ quently confined only to one place, and then 
bears the name of partial. 

A more important difference reſults from 
the degree of indolence and refiſtance.--- 
When the ſchirrus is very hard, and reſiſts 
the touch, and at the ſame time inſenſible, 
even when preſſed, it bears the name of a 
perfect, legitimate, or complete ſchirrus. 
They are called, on the contrary, imperfect, 
illegitimate, or incipient ſchirruſſes, when 
the reſiſtance is not perfect, and they pre- 
ſerve ſome feeling, at leaſt when preſſed. 
The ſchirrus is often attended, at its borders, 
with edema, or inflammation ; and then it 
bears the name of œdematous ſchirrus, or 
phlegmonic ſchirrus : whereas it is called 
ſimple, when it has only the characteriſtic 
of a ſchirrus, without edema, or inflam- 
mation. In the breaſt the volume of the 
ſchirrus is eaſily diſtinguiſhed, and then it 
is ſaid to be circumſcribed But when it 
| lies 
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lies deep, the extent is not to be diſtin - 


guiſhed in the ſame manner; and, in ſuch 
caſe, is ſaid to be not circumſcribed. 
Moreover, the legitimate, or perfect ſehir- 
rus, and even ſometimes the illegitimate or 
imperfect, tumefy, and are painful, and ſub- 
ject to ſhootings more or leſs frequently. 
Theſe ſchirruſſes become then carcinomatous, 
and of a lead colour, the ſkin which covers 
them being as it were marbled with vari- 
ous, livid, or black veins, forming angles or 


protuberances; and degenerate into cancers, 
as will be ſhewn in the chapter on cancers. 


The cauſes of a ſchirrus in the breaſt are 
all thoſe which create a ſpiſſitude in the 
blood, or in ſome other of the humours that 


are circulated in the part, or are ſeparated 


there, when they are obſtructed, accumulate, 
and grow thick, ſo as to produce a hard, in- 
dolent and reſiſting tumour. But as there 
are only three humours that circulate in the 
breaſt, the blood, the lymph, and the milk, 
the production of the ſchirrus of the breaſt 


muſt therefore be attributed either to the 


collection of blood, to that of the lymph, or 

to that of the milky humour, which thickens 

there. But it is apparent, that it cannot be 
C3 attributed 
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: attributed to the collection of blood. 1, 
| Becauſe ſuch collection is always attended 


with heat, and there is none in ſchirruſſes. 


2dly, Becauſe this collection is neyer made 
without a ſenſible augmentation of the red 


colour of the part; and in the ſchirrus the 
part preſerves its natural colour. zdly, Be- 


_ Fauſe the collection of blood is made ſud- 
denly, and by the way of fluxion; whereas 


the ſchirrus is formed gradually, and by the 


way of congeſtion, Therefore every thing 


duly conſidered, the ſchirrus of the breaſt 
commonly ariſe from the collection of 
Iymph, that ſtagnates and thickens in its 
own veſſels, which kind ought to be called 


Tymphatic ; ; or from the collection of milk, 
which is detained in its own veſſels ; and 


being accumulated there, grows t thick, 


which ought to be called milky. 


Theſe principles laid down, nothing more 


is wanting to explain the ſchirrus of the 
breaſt, than to examine the cauſes which 
produęe it there, or which may occaſion this 


colleQion of lymph, or breaſt· milk. But 


theſe cauſes are of two kinds; ſome general 
and efficient, which, by thickening theſe 
| hurionrs in the blood, render them fubject 


to 
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the thickening of the lymph, and of the 


| ſtrongly affected for a long time, that weaken 
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to be retained in the breaſt; the others, par- 
ticular and occaſibnal, which determine theſe 
thick humours to ſtagnate, particularly in the 
breaſt; and to produce a ſchirrus there by 
preference. 

Tae general cauſes capable of producing. 


milk, in the maſs of blood, are all the 
known cauſes that thicken the blood itſelf ; 
as, 1ſt, The too great quantity of food 
which is eaten, or the vicious or groſs nature 
of that choſen : 2dly, Faultineſs of digeſtion, 
tne general conſequence of intemperance, or 
of bad diet; from whence it proceeds, that 
the blood receives only an ill prepared chyle, 
which thickens it: 3dly, The uneaſy paſ- 
Gans of the mind, with which the patient is 


the circulation of the blood, and conſe» 
quently thicken it; 4thly, The vicious fer- 
ments with which the blood is infected; 
ſuch as venereal, ſcorbutie, or ſerophulous 
ferments. 

Under the general or remote cauſes may 
allo be comprohended, whatever impedes 
the ingteſs of a due ſupply of chyle into the 
blood, to recruit, and keep the fame in its 

C 4 proper 
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proper ſtate of fluidity ; ſuch are obſtructions 


of the meſenteric glands, or rupture of the 


lacteal veſſels: hence, for want of ſufficient 
moiſture, enſue a ſiccity of the juices, and a 


glandular conſumption, attended with a dry 


and clammy mouth; copious and continual 
diſcharges of the recrementitious or excre- 
mentitious humours, as immoderate evacu- 
ations by ſtool, urine, or perſpiration ; which, 
by conſtantly draining the ſerum, renders 
the blood ſpiſſid and acrimonious. 


But theſe cauſes do not produce any ſchir- 


rus in the breaſt, unleſs there be occaſional, 
er local cauſes, which determine the lymph 
or the breaſt-milk to ſtagnate there in parti- 
cular.. In the number of theſe cauſes may 
be reckoned, 1ſt, The inſpiſſation which 
may happen to the lymph, and to the breaſt- 
milk, when the patient has had commerce 
with a man injured by. ſome venereal taint, 
or by ſuffering an infected child to draw the 
nipple. 2dly, The uſe of. topical applica- 
tions too cold, or aſtringent, that have 
been imprudently employed to mitigate 
pain. . 3dly, The ſudden contraction that 
exterior cold cauſes in the breaſts, when 
too much expoſed to the air; or when 


the 
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the women are ſo imprudent as to dip their 
hands in cold water, during the time of 
their menſes, or lochia. Athly, The undue 
tone of the breaſt, whether it be natural, as 
in women of a ſoft and lax formation; or 
cauſed by blows, or contuſions on the part. 
zthly, Finally, the obſtructions formed of a 
long time in the breaſt, which there impede 
the circulation of the lymph, and the diſ- 
charge of the breaſt-milk. Theſe obſtruc- . 
tions are common to women who uſe that 
blameable practice of repelling the breaſt- 
milk to prevent ſuckling. 

I am ſenſible, that it is no eaſy matter to 
peſuade ſome mothers to ſuckle their own 
children : however, it is incumbent on us 
to uſe our endeavours to induce them to 
perform this i important duty, where it is not 
inconſiſtent which ſome preſent diſorder. 
But if natural affection, and the innumerable 
inconveniences to which the mother expoſes 
her child by refuſing to ſuckle it, are not 
prevalent to do this indiſpenſible duty; let 


her but conſider, that by changing the na- 


tural courſe of her milk, ſhe draws upon 
herſelf many diſeaſes; ſuch as abſceſſes, 
ſchirrous, and cancerous tumours; which 

are 
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are worſe than any thing that can poſſibly 
happen to her by ſuckling her children. 

It remains then, that ſchirruſſes ariſe either 
from a fault of the lymph, or from a defect 
in the recrementitious or excrementitious hu- 
mours, which are ſeparated in the different 
viſcera, and, in reality, are the general cauſes 


khat equally act on all the parts of the human 


body ; but which are afterwards determined 
to produce ſchirruſſes in particular places, 


from different circumſtances. Thus a ccagu- 


lation of the milk brings on ſchirruſſes in the 
breaſts and womb); af) piſſid bile creates a ſchir- 
rus in the liver; an inſpiſſation of the ſplenic 
lymph, engenders the ſchirrus of the ſpleen; 


the pancreatic humour, that of the pancreas; 


the chyle, that of the meſenteric glands ; the 


lymph, that of the conglobated glands, 
The concurrence of ſome of theſe different 
cauſes produce, at firſt, a flight collection, 


- which ſcarcely merits any name, except that 


of repletion; but this repletion encreaſes 
gradually, by the continuance of the ſame 
cauſes; and, in encreafing, becomes daily 
more hard, and more reſiſting. It is thus 
that a ſchirrus is formed by progreſſion, in- 


| ſenſible, or at leaſt very flow ; till at Jaſt, 


the 
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the tumour, after being concealed, makes 
itſelf known by its ſymptoms. a 


METHOD of CURE. 


\CHIRRUSSES in general are to be 
O treated in two different manners. Firſt, 
to endeavour the cure of thoſe which are 
recent and imperfect, of a moderate fize, 
that happen in women otherwiſe of a good 
conſtitution, and in health, and in whom 
the menſes ſuffer no diſorder : wherefore I 1 
ſhall deliver the curative treatment which 
ſhould be adopted on theſe occaſions. Se- 
condly, I ſhall ſpeak of the treatment merely 
palliative, which is proper in the contrary 
caſes, and to which prudence demands a con- 
finement of the practice, as in ſehirruſſes that 
are of too long ſtanding, perfect, legitimate, 
of very great magnitude, and which-happen 


to women who are of a bilious, cachedtic, 


or ill habit of body. Thirdly, I ſhall add 


ſome reflections on the manner that is pro- 
per to be purſued when there is the -Jeaſt 
reaſon to ſuſpect the ſchirrus threatens to 
degenerate into a cancer. Finally, I ſhall 


enumerate ſome particular remedies that arc 
propoſed for the cure of this diſorder. 
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Whenever there is occaſion. to reſolve 
tumours fo hard as ſchirruſſes, it is requiſite, 
iſt, To dilute the maſs of humours, and 
render them more fluid, in order that they 
may have the power of liquefying the matter 
which forms the ſchirrus. 2dly, To mollify 
at the ſame time, and relax the tenſion of 
the ſchirrous part, in order to give greater 
liberty to the rarefaction of the indurated 
matter, by the uſe of the moſt efficacious 
aperitives and diffolvents. Finally, to 
ſtrengthen the elaſticity of the part, and ſet 
all its fibres in an oſcillating motion, capable 
of procuring the extrufion of the liquified 
matter, and of promoting the reſolution of it. 

To effect theſe four intentions, the follow- 
ing remedies ſhould be employed, as being 
moſt efficacious in this caſe. Firſt, the blood 
and lymph are to be attenuated and diluted 
by the uſe of broths, apozems, &c. in which 
may be diſſolved, at diſcretion, ſome of the 
following aperitive ſalts; flores martiales, 
tartarum vitriolatum, ens joviale, or terra 
foliata tarlari. The roots of eringo; wild 
ſuccory, freſh millipedes, or the depurated 
juice of chervil, may be N added 


* 


„ 


3 4 | 4 | if 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ON CANCERS. 45 


If the blood be acrid, and the ſchirrus 1s 
ſuppoſed to ariſe from a ſcorbutic or ſero- 
phulous cauſe, ſome of my new diſcovered 
medicines may be adminiſtered with ſucceſs, 
which are the moſt powerful antiſcorbutics 
known. If the tumour is ſuppoſed to pro- 
ceed from a venercal infection the ſame 
medicines, the idioſyncraſy duly conſidered, 
will prove equally efficacious. 

In order to mollify and reſolve the ſchirrus, 
and relax the too great tenfion, cataplaſms of 
my diſcutient liniment, are to be applied to 
the part affected; it being the moſt powerful 
diſſolvent and antiſchirrous remedy ever yet 
known. During the courle of the foregoing 
remedies, ſeveral attentions muſt be had. 
The rt of which is, to bleed the patient 
from time to time, particularly when the 
menſes are ſuppreſſed, or have ceaſed. The 


ſecond, to purge now and then, in order to 


evacuate the humours, and particularly the 
bile, that the medicine may have diſſolved. 
Theſe remedies ſhould be inſiſted upon more 
or leſs, according to the urgency of the occa- 
ſion ; for in a diſeaſe of ſo great moment as 
the ſchirrus of the breaſt, nothing ought to 
be neglected. It is from the foregoing pa- 

thology, 
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thology, and method of cure, that my 
practice has been attended with ſuch extra- 
ordinary ſucceſs in ſchirrous complaints. 

It is evident from experience, that no- 
thing hitherto of ſufficient efficacy for per- 
fectly diſſolving ſchirruſſes has been diſ- 
covered by phyficians: yet there are many 
pretended ſpecific remedies now daily re- 
commended for that purpoſe ; the chief of 
which 1 ſhall here enumerate. | 

The firſt are the hemlock and the night- 
ſhade, which are boaſted for the diffolving 
of ſchirrofles; and if it were true, as is 
pretended, that theſe plants cure cancers, 
there would be reaſon to regard them as 
_ excellent diſſolvents: for a ſchirrus can 
never be cured, unleſs the humour that 
forms it can be ſufficiently diflolved, to be 
capable of being diſcuſſed, or brought to 
fuppuration, which can be the effect only. 
of more powerful diffolvents, as we have 
already mentioned; and will be farther il- 
luftrated in the following chapter. 

The next are antimonials. It is certain 
that antimony contains many excellent vir- 
tues: but theſe are greatly confined while 
that mineral remains in a ſolid indiffolvable 
ſtate⸗ 
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ſtate, whether natural or chymical; for in 
this ſolid form it becomes not only oppreſ- 
ſive and hurtful to the ſtomach, by its aſpe- 
rities and weight ; but cannot with ſafety 
and eaſe exert its efficacy on the maſs of 
blood; and, in fuch a form, it is now re- 
jected as a ſpecific. Therefore a flattering 
preſumption ſhould not be had of the cer- 
tainty of curing ſchirruſſes by antimonials, 
and much leſs ſhould it be promiſed to the 


patient; and as Dr. Boerhaave obſerves in 


his Chymical Hiſtory of Antimony, that that 
mineral when added in the lump, or groſsly 
bruiſed, to diet drinks it ſeems to commu- 
nicate very little virtue, or ſcarce more than 
a common ſtone thereto ; and, conſequent- 
ly, we muſt expect as little of its ſalutary 
quality to be imparted to the human body 
when given in the ſolid form of pills. 

The conſtituents of antimony, notwith- 
ſtanding a late pretenſion to a new diſcovery 
of its components, were well known both to 
the ancient and modern phyſicians; namely, 
iſt, Common or external ſulphur ; 2dly, 
Philofophic or internal ſulphur, which ren- 
ders metals friable ; 3dly, Metal, of which 
is made its regulus; whereof, if cups or 
| drink- 
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drinking-veſſels be caſt, the wine that is put 
in them will become emetic ; and of this 
regulus caſt in ſmall moulds, are alſo made 
thoſe commonly called antimonial pills, 
which being ſwallowed will operate con- 
fiderably by vomit, by which violent ſtrain- 
ings, they become dangerous in ſchirrous 
and cancerous complaints. Thus antimony, 
as well as other noble medicines, by falling 
iuto unſkilful hands, loſe both their utility 
and reputation, 

The third is mercury. As this remedy is 
ſuppoſed to difſolve ganglions, nodes, and 
exoltoſes, there was reaſon to believe, that 
it might diflolve ſchirruſſes in like manner. 
But experience has, long fince, ſhewn the 
contrary ; and I have never ſeen any effect 
from it, or, at leaſt, never any but ſuch as 
were inadequate in ſchirrus tumours, which 
took their origin from ſcorbutic, ſcrophu- 
lous, or venereal cauſes. 

The fourth pretended remedy are cauſtics. 
Some phyſicians, and ſurgeons not knowing 
that the properties both of mercury and 
antimony are ſpecifically confined to parti- 
- cular maladies, raſhly conclude on the cer- 


tainty of theſe medicines 1 in diſſolving ſchir- 
ruſſes ; ; 
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ruſſes; wherefore thoſe practitioners ſubſti- 
tute cauſtics in order to extirpate the tumour; 
But, alas ! after cruelly tormenting their pas 
tients, they meet with equal diſappointment: 
Moreover, the operation is not only fevere 
and unſucceſsful, but tends to enrage the 
diſorder. 1 

Many learned and experienced phyficians 
being convinced from repeated trials, and the 
teſtimony of practitioners, unanimouſly af- 
firm, not only the inefficacy of the forego» 
ing pretended ſpecifics, but that 'no other 
remedy has been hitherto difcovered either in 
the mineral, animal, or vegetable ſyſtem for 
diffolving ſchirruſies ; therefore they confine . 
their practice to the palliative treatment, 
which conſiſts only in checking the progreſs 
of the diforder, and mitigating the ſymp- 
toms. Theſe two intentions they endeavour 
to effect by the following remedies. 

Bleeding in ſmall quantities from time to 
time, when the pulſe appears full, or the 
ſchirrus is painful; eſpecially, when the men · 
ſes fail by ſuppteffion, or ceflation. 2dly, 
To purge the patient now and then with gen- 
tle cathartics, incapable of heating or irti- 
tating the bowels. zuly, Diſſolvent, dilu- 

3 D tens, 


ur 


tent, and humectant medicines. 4thly, Pro- 
per regimen, moderate exerciſe, and tran- 
quility of mind; and care ſhould be like- 
wiſe taken, that they do not catch cold, or 
if that ſhould happen, to moderate and quiet 
the cough; or, by the uſe of pectorals and 
narcotics, to hinder the bad effect, which 
the ſchirrus may ſuffer by violent fits of 
coughing. 

The topics are cataplaſms, made with lin- 
ſeed, the pulp of the boiled roots of white 
briony, wild cucumber, dwarf-elder, &c. 
formed into a cataplaſm, which is to be ap- 
plied upon the tumour, and to be renewed 


occaſionally; or the application of diſſol- 


vent plaiſters, as of hemlcck, nightſhade, 
gums, &c. This is called the palliative cure, 
which affords only a temporary relief, whilſt 


the diſeaſe continues its progreſs. 


I ſhall here omit to ſpeak of illegitimate 
ſchirruſſes, as being tumours very different 
ſrom the true ſort, but which reſemble them 


ſo much, efpecially in the beginning, as to 


impoſe on the patients; and even ſometimes, 
on phyſicians under whoſe care they fall. 
Such are the ſteatoma, meliceris, athcroma, 
farcoma, and ſcrophulous tumours. They 

| | arc 
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are very ſmall, and imperceptible in the be- 
ginning ; yet they gradually grow, ſo as to 
acquire a conſiderable bulk; and may by 
accident, under certain circumftances be in- 


flamed, turn to abſceſſes and ulcers, or be- 
come ſchirrous and even cancerous. 


CHAP: Iv; 
Of a CANCER. 


Cancer, in general, is a ſchitrous tu- 
mour, which, by a ſucceſſive pro- 
greſs, becomes exquiſitely painful, and at- 
tended with ſhootings, as it were, now and 
then darting ; which is called dolor lancinans. 

In order to know the cauſes, that occaſion 
a ſchirrus to degenerate into a cancer, it is 
proper to examine gradually and minutely 
the changes which happen to the ſchirrus in 
this caſe. Firſt, the ſchirrus becomes pains 
ful and ſubje&t to ſhootings, more or leſs 
acute, particularly when handled. The ſchit- 
rus ſwells, and enlarges faſter than at other 
times ; and, in inlarging it chahges its form 
and figure, becoming unequal, rugged, 
| D2 pointed, 
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pointed, and angular; in Greek called 
read eg, in Latin ſcabrgſus. Some of theſe 
angles become daily more pointed, and more 


projecting; and the ſkin, which covers them, 


grows in proportion, more red, ſmooth, and 


diſtended, The principal pain, and almoſt 


all the ſhootings of the cancer, tend to theſe 
angles or protuberances, which germinate 
in abundance; and the whole of the diſor-— 
der ſeems-to to be concentred there. The 
cancer in this ſtate bears the name of con- 


firmed, but occult cancer. 


At laſt, the ſkin, in conſequence of being 
ſtretched by the tumefaction of the cancer, 
cracks and burſts ; which change extends it- 
ſelf ſoon to the body of the cancer, that 
cracks and burſts in the ſame manner. From 
the cracks or fiſſures, there ouzes an icho- 


rous ſerum, that increaſes gradually. The 


colour of the ſkin, which covers the ſchir- 


rus, changes alſo, and becomes by degrees 


brown, marbled, and of a lead or livid co- 
lour ; and, in ſhort, the ſchirrus ſeems ſur- 
rounded with large black veins, reſembling 
the claws of a ſea crab. Whence the Greeks 


gave this ſort of tumour the name of xxprive; 


or xapriuuc,, and the Latins that of cancer, 
| Fr 
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It continues 40 grow, and becomes 1 day 


more deformed and hideous. 
When the cancer is divided, its edges in- 

vert or turn outwards; and open more and 
more, without any apparent cauſe. In this 
ſtate, it is called an open or running can- 
cer. The ſhootings and pains go on conti- 
nually increaſing, in the ſame manner as the 
opening; and the cancer, inſtead of a true 
pus, affords nothing but a fantes, that is ve- 
ry fetid and cadaverons. There are conti- 
nually generated, from the body of the can- 
cer, or its edges, a ſpongy, ſprouting, and 
rotten fleſh, which ſoon becomes putrid, 
and falls of, and which is daily renewed by 
a kind of vegetation, All the parts which 
join to the cancer, or are near to it, parti- 
cipate of its ſymptoms ; for if it be in the 
breaſt, the axillary glands are affected, irri- 
tated, inflamed, and often ulcerated from 
the cancerous humour, which is there con- 
veyed by the vaſa rorifera, or lymphatic vel- 
ſels of Bilſius. Laſtly, a flow fever is join- 
ed tothis number of other evils : and the pa- 
roxyſms or exacerbations are more or leſs 
acute, and more or leſs durable, according 
as the cancer is bigger or leſs ; as the humour 

D 3 | it 
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it affords is more or leſs putrid, the-pains it 


cauſes are more or leſs violent; and the ſtate 

of the blood is in its nature more or leſs de- 
praved. , | 

That all the preceding ſymptoms of a 


cancer may appear, it is reaſonable to think, 
that the ſchirrous or obſtructing matter is 


rarefied ; otherwiſe the growing cancer could 


not ſo ſuddenly ſwell, and, become ſo large 


as we obſerve it: but this rarefaction i is irre- 
gular. It is thus, t that plaſter tempered with 
water, ſwells and extends itſelf, in propor- 
tion as it hardens. It is thus iron filings, 
mixt with urine, and pounded garlick, form 
a mixture that tumefies in growing hard ; 
and it is thus, that the ſolutions of metals, 
and of ſalts, form, by railing themſelves, 
kinds of yegetation, Such a fermentative 


| quality I admit in the ſchirrous matter. 


We likewiſe obſerve various other fermen- 
tations, and ſurpriſing phenomena, produced 
in the human body, by the miaſma of peſti- 


| lential diſeaſes, and the poiſons of different 


animals; as that of the viper, tarantula, &c. 
but particularly i in the hydrophobia, where 
the human nature ſeems partly to be tranſmu- 
ted into the canine ſpecies, a as appears from 


the 
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the barking and ſympathetic averſion to wa- 
ter. Miſerimum genus morbi, in quo fimul ger 
et iti, et aqua, metu cruciatur. Celſus. 


Differences of Cancers. 


ANCERS are diſtinguiſhed into recent 


or 18cipient, and into inveterate or con- 
firmed. The cancer is incipient, when the 
ſchi rus becomes painful, and attended with 


ſhootings at great intervals, without the form 


of the tumour being apparently changed. It 
is confirmed, when the ſhootings are more 
frequent, and the tumour has changed con- 


ſiderably its form, and is changing it daily. 


The cancer, whether incipient, or confirms 


ed is concealed or occult, ſo long as the tus 


mour prelerves its intireneſs, without any 


diviſion, It is open or ulcerated, when the 


tumour is divided, let it be ever ſo little. 
The cancer is malignant, when it is at- 


tended with great pain, and violent ſymp- 


toms ; and it is kindly, when the pain is 


more ſupportable, and the ſymptoms not fo. 
bad. | Laſtly, the cancer comes from an 


internal cauſe, when it depends on the de- 
pravity of the blood, without any external 


D 4 cauſe, 
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cauſe, that has given riſe to it ; or, at moſt, 
with a very flight external one; and it comes — 
from an external cauſe, when it may be at- 
tributed to ſome accident ; as a ſtroke, con- 
tuſion, bruiſe, &c. 

# Hence it follows that cancers are incipi- 

ent, or confirmed; benign, or malignant; 

proceed from internal, or external cauſes: 
with reſpe& to the part affected; M the 

Hver, ſpleen, womb, and private parts of 

both ſexes; the breaſts, the lips, tongue, 

tonſiles, uvula, noſe, eyes, the ſkin, &c. all- 
which demand an early care and attention; 
otherwiſe the diſorder will oarry off the pa- 
tient rapidly in excruciating pain; eſpecial- 
ly, when the cancer is ulcerated in a great 
degree; very painful and ſubject to great 
ſhootings ; changed in its figure much, and 
fill changing continually, attended with fre- 

1 | quent hemorrhages, malignant, and hap- 

pening in women of a bad habit, who have — 

| no menſes, or have them irregular. 

| With relation to the cauſes which produce 

1 a cancer, it is material to obſerve, that they 

1 are preciſely the ſame with thoſe in which 

'F {chirruſfes turn to cancers. The firſt is, by 

: the increaſe of the natural heat of the blood, 


by 
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by a general plethora, by a fever, or by 
heating aperitive medicines ;. the improper 
uſe of ſpirituous liquors ; heating diet; acri- 
mony of the juices ; immoderate watchings; 
over great exerciſe ; violent paſſions ; ſup- 
preſſion of the ſaline excretions, as the bile, 
urine, perſpiration, &c. which powerfully 
irritate and rarefy the ſchirrous matter. The 
ſecond 1s, the increaſe of heat in the ſchirrus 
itſelf, by ſome particular cauſe, as inflam- 


mation; frequent contrectation or handling 


the diſſolving remedies, imprudently appli- 
ed, as plaiters, cauſtics, &c. And laſtly, 
y ſome contuſion, compreſſion, blow, or 
wound on the ſchirrus ; whence it earlier 
degenerates into a cancer. 


/ 


General method of treating Cancers. 


5 


A 


S all eminent phyſical writers and 
practitioners ingenuouſly affirm, that 


no ſpecific whatever (from the days of 'Hips»+ 


pocrates, four hundred thirty-two years 
before Chriſt, down to the preſent time) 
has been diſcovered for the radical cure of 
confirmed cancers, the palliative method, 
therefore, is the only one now by them re- 

n commended ; 


| 
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commended ; and is confined to the four 


following intentions: iſt, to diminiſh and 
retard the progreſs of the diforder, by inter- 
nal remedies ; 2dly, to produce the ſame 
effects by proper external remedies : zdly, 
to quiet, or, at leaſt, to mitigate the vio- 
lence of the pains: 4thly, to remove the 
hemorrhages that come on too frequently, 
Theſe indications they endeavour to fulfil by 
an exact regimen ; bleeding at proper inter- 
vals ; purging the patient from time to time 
with gentle cathartics ; diluting and cooling 
broths; diuretics; chalybeated whey, and 


mineral waters; aſſes, goats, or cows milk, 


if the ſtomach can bear fuch diet. 


Specific remedies propoſed by ſome 
authors for the cure of Cancers, 


but bad, or ſuſpec ted. 


HE firſt is mercury and mercurial pre- 
parations, particularly the mercurius 

dulcis or calomel, greatly boaſted as a ſpecific 
in the cure of cancers by Dr. Buckner, in his 
theſis De medicamentorum mercurialium uſu in 
cancro, maintained at Hall, in 1755. 


Dr, 


1 
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Dr. Gmelin ſopports the ſame praQice in 
his difſertation, intitled Specifics methodus 
recentior cancrum curandi, printed at Tu- 
binges, in 1757, | 

Dr. Sanchez, a phyſician of eminence in 
Moſcovy, recommends the corrofive mercury 
ſublimate, diſſolved in ſpirit of wine; which, 
in fact, is the ſame with that which Boer- 
haave has intimated in his Elements of Chy- 
miſtry, part the third, Proceſſu 198, and 
which Dr. Van-Swieten has made public. 

This remedy was in uſe at Paris a long 
time before, as obſerved in the third volume 
of Dr. Aſtruc's Treatiſe on the Venereal Dif- 
eaſe, in French; and, a much longer time 
fince, in Siberia, among the Oſtiacs, who in- 
habit it, as Captain Muller has recited in his 
Relation of the Manners and Cuſtoms of the 
Oſtiacs, printed at Berlin, 1720, who uſed 
it to cure the Neapolitan or French diſeaſe. 

I muſt here obſerve, that corroſive ſubli- 
mate 1s a very violent poiſon, and proves 
mortal in the quantity of a few grains; nor 
will it, though ever ſo finely levigated, diſ- 
ſolve in ſpirit of wine: yet its points may 
be ſomewhat blunted thereby. The experi- 
ment is ealily tried ; for if ſpirit of wine and 

ſublimate 
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ſublimate be put into a phial and ſhook, the 
liquor will become cloudy ; and if ſuffered 
to ſtand for a while, the ſublimate will pre- 
cipitate or fall to the bottom undiſſolved; 
and, conſequently, will ſtill retain a corro- 
ſive quality, as its arp ſaline ſpiculæ are 
not completely broken by that menſtruum, 
nor rendered ſufficiently mild, and fit for 
internal uſe. Hence it robin that thoſe 
perſons. who take ſublimate for the y 
diſeaſe, either in brandy, diet drinks, 
pills, as it is now practiſed, are bes © to 
anxieties, palpitations, and maraſiuus or bo- 
dily decay. This practice is reckoned per- 
nicious and blameable, therefore it ought 
not to be employed internally. 

The effects of this poiſonous corroſive 
ſublimate when taken, are violent griping 
pains, with a diſtenſion of the belly, vo- 
miting of ſlimy frothy matter, ſomtimes 
mixed with blood, and fools of the ſame ; 
-an intolerable heat and thirſt, with cold 
{weats, tremblings, convulſions, &c. 
The next mineral poiſon that has been 
externally employed for the cure of cancers 
is arſenic. Its deadly effects are nearly ſimilar 


with thoſe of ſublimate corrofive; for the 
falts 
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ſalts there, together with the mercurial par- 
ticles, do compoſe pungent chryſtals; ſo, 
without all doubt, the regulus of this mi- 


neral gives a like force to the ſaline bodies, 


which, without this weight, could be but 
of ſmall effect. The main difference is, 
that in arſenic we have an addition of ſul- 
phur, which does. not only ſtrengthen the 
action of the other parts, by binding and 
keeping them together; but, conſiſting be- 
ſides of many hot and fiery corpuſcles, pro- 
motes the inflammation of thoſe wounds 
which the faline ſpiculz make in the breaſt; 
and other parts were applied. 

It is ſurpriſing what thould induce practi- 
tioners to employ artenic for. cancers, unleſs 


it was the hapes of diſſolving them by cauſtic - 


remedies. I know that many authors have 
ſpoke of this practice, and have quoted the 
ſucceſs of Fuſcius's powder, which. is a 
compoſition of arſenic, ſnake-root, and ſoot, 
Some others, among whom is Etmuller, pro- 


poſe the powder of lizards and toads calcined ; 


to which, to render it more active, they add 


a little orpiment, black pepper, common 
falt, and dry foot. Others again praiſe 


arſenic mixed with balſam of ſulphur. 
| Dare 


r r 


62 AN ESSAY 

Dare any one venture to apply cauſtics of 
this nature to any part of the body, eſpecially 
to thoſe near the heart, or large veſſels? 
Moreover, it is to be feared, leſt the cancer- 
ous humour, which is a ſort of internal 
cauſtic, might be fermented and expanded 
by the motion of the external cauſtic, which 
being conveyed into the maſs of blood, 
cauſes fatal accidents. I remember reading 
of a terrible cataſtrophe related by John 
Fernelius, firſt phyſician to Henry II. of 
France, of a woman who had a cancer in 
her breaſt, to which was applied a compo- 


ſition of arſenic and ſublimate corroſive : ſhe 


died in ſix days aſter the application in 


| ſhocking agonies ; ſuch as happen to per- 
ſons who ſwallow theſe poiſons; 


Cauſtics are always of a malignant nature, 
more or leſs, according to their preparations 
and mixtures; and are always dangerous 
and pernicious in eancers. Even Fuſcius, 
that famous reputed curer of cancers, being 


convinced of the fatal effects of his atſenical 


powder, conſcientioufly abandoned the 
lame; and it is to be wiſhed, that the can- 
cer practitioners 1n this metropolis, who are 
faid to uſe this powder, as a cauſtic, would 
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entirely reject and abhor it as pernicious ; 
then we ſhould not have thoſe melancholy 
accounts of ſo many miſerable patients lin- 
gering in pain and dying in torment. 

Having thus particularly diſcourſed of 
the nature of theſe two poiſons, I ſhall not 
need to inſiſt upon any more out of the 
mineral kingdom. 

The next remedies propoſed for curing 
Cancers, are poiſonous plants, the ſame as 


for ſchirruſſes, The firſt of theſe is the 


night - ſhade, or bella donna, otherwiſe ſcla- 
num furiaſum, or ſolanum melanoceraſos, that 
Linnæus calls atropa. Even to the preſent, 
this plant has been regarded as a poilon 
and the bad effects of it are atteſted by 
Schenckius, Paulli, Webſter, Luſitanus, 
Albrecht, and others, | 
Dr. Alberti, profeſſor of phyſic, l 
maintained at Hall, in 1739, a theſis, de Bella 
donna tanguam ſpecifico in cancro, preſertim 
occults; and is allowed by the date of this 
theſis to be the firſt who propoſed the bella 
donna or nightſhade, as a ſpecific againſt 
Cancers, when taken inwardly. As to the 
leaves and juice of this plant, externally 
they have been a long time uſed as a topic in 
the open Cancers, to alleviate the pains. 


64 AN ESSAY 


Dr. Lambergen, profeſſor at Groningen, % 
is the ſecond phyfician who has adminiſtered 
the bella donna internally, by the perſuaſion 
of Dr. Winter, profeſſor at Leyden. He has 
given, in detail, the proceſs for preparing it, | 
with the variations which happened in the 
treatment, in an inaugurial diſcourſe, printed 
at Groningen, in 1754, under the title of 
Lectio inauguralis fiſtens ephemeridum per- 

Jonatt carcinomatis. His authority was ſuffi- q 
cient to engage ſome gentlemen beth here 
and elſewhere to try the effect of the medi- 
cine. But the want of ſucceſs in their trials, 
the number of perſons, who, at this time, 
ſuffer and languiſh under this fatal diſorder, 
and the ſilence that is now kept with re- 
ſpect to the efficacy of this plant, have 

, made me judge, as well as from my own 
experience, that the conſequence has not 
anſwered the hopes they had conceived, 
And, indeed, Dr. Buckner, who wrote a 
year after Lambergen, ſays, in expreſs 
terms, that the nightſhade fo much praiſed, 

does not cure Cancers effectually, nor is it 
to be adminiſtered with ſafety. In theſe 
circumſtances, prudence demands that a re- 
medy ſhould be fore borne, as experience has ö 
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fot eſtabliſhed better effects; and the mote, 
although it was ufet in very ſmall doſes, it 
did not fail; according to Dr. Lambetgen, to 
produce evety time accidents that were bad 
enough, though not laſting } and as the ver- 
tigo or giddineſs which it cauſed, went, 
fometimes, ſo far as to affect the ſight. 

The other plant that has been propoſed for 
the cure of Cancers, is the hemlock, ricuta ; 
but the ſmall leaved field hemlock; or cicuta 
minor; is here meant. A better opinion did 
not formerly prevail of this plant than of the 
bella donna; and it was regarded in the ſame 
manner, as being a poiſon. Such was the 
eomtnon ſentiment of the antient phyſicians, 
as Celſus, Dioſcorides, &c. and the greateſt 
part of the moderns. And Dt. Storek him 
ſelf ſays; that by rubbing on the end of his 
tongue a drop or two of the milk; which 
oozes out of the fteſh root, when cut into 
ices; it preſently after became Riff ; ſwel- 
td and was very painful; and foon after he 
loſt the power of ſpeaking, which greatly 
alarmed him; but by waſhing his tongue 
with the juice of lemon, and by rubbing the 
end with it, the virulency was abated ; he 
immediately felt es and in about two 
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hours, his tongue regained its liberty, and 
all his apprehenſions vaniſhed. Had a few 
drops of this milk been ſwallowed, it would 
have given a further proof of its deleterious 
property, and confirmed the opinion of the 
antients with regard to its poiſonous quality. 
However, Dr. Storck, defirous to employ 
this plant againſt Cancers, dared to try its 
effects on himſelf, in imitation of Dr. Lam- 
bergen's experiment on the bella donna, be- 
fore he adminiſtered it to others. A farther 
hint of giving the hemlock inwardly, he 
takes from Pliny, who relates that the green 
ſtalks of hemlock were eaten by many with- 
out injury: and as part of its virulency is 
taken off by evaporation and concoction in 
the boiling, ſuch an alteration might, per- 
haps, haveencouragedthe doctor, in imitation 
of others, to make trial of it in the extract, 
This poiſonous plant was firſt ordered in- 
ternally by Hippocrates; and according to 
Galen, the decoction, the ſeed, and even the 
leaves, entered into ſeveral compoſitions. 
He mentions, amongſt others, one in parti- 
cular z which he aſcribes to Appolodorus, 
and of which he ſays, that Heraclidus made 
uſe to quiet great pains, : 
708 Ray | 
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Ray tells us, that ane Bowles gave the root 
of hemlock, to the quantity of a ſcruple in 
malignant and quartan fevers, and preferred 
it. to all diaphoretics; and that Renaume, a 
French phyſician, adminiſtered a ſcruple or 
half a dram of hemlock in ſubſtande, for re- 
ſolving the ſchirrus of the liver; or gave an 
infuſion in wine, made with a dram or two 
of the root of it, dried in the ſhade, and re- 
duced to powder. 

The deſcription of this plant W gives 
from Moriſon, vol. iii. p. 2903 and the pre- 
paration of it thus: Take of the juice of the 
hemlock freſh gathered; and let it be in- 
ſpiſſated while | freſh with a gentle heat in 
an carthen veſſel (often firing it, leſt it 
burn) to the confiſtence of a. thick Extract. 
Let this extract be formed, with as much of 
the powder of the leaves as may be neceflary, 
into a mals for pills; from which let them 
be made of two grains each, 

He always began with a very ſmall dla 
giving only at firſt one pill morning and 
_ evening. On the third or fourth day, he 
repeated the ſame pill three times. After 
eight days he began to give two pills thrice 
every day; and by increaſing in this prapor- 
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tion, he gradually roſe, (if occaſion required) 
till it came to a dram, or a dram and a half, 
in the ſpace of twenty-four hours; and tho 
he gave theſe pills for a year or two, or more, 
without intermiſſion, he never obſerved they 
did any harm; and I muſt own, from my 
own experience, I ſeldom found them to 
produce any benefit, unleſs aſſiſted by other 
remedies. - 

The favourable accounts given by Dr. 
Storck of this plant in his diſſertation, have 
. encouraged many perſons both here and in 
France, to employ it on the ſame occafions, 
who have ſtrictly followed the methods ſtated 
by him, and have not found any good effect 
thereby. And indeed, Dr. Aſtruc, an emi- 
nent phyſician and profeffor of phyfic at 
Paris, fays, that the extract of hemlock has 
been given there for a confiderable time, in 
all the cafes where Dr. Storck had himſelf 
given it. There has not, indeed, been any 
other bad effect found from it, otherwiſe than 
to cauſe a giddineſs ſo as to affect the ſight; 
but the ſueceſs has not anſwered hitherto the 
expectations conceived of it; and Pr. Storck 
has the candour to own, that he himſelf failed 
on doing ſervice to Ns; even by a long con- 
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tinued courſe ; and that the terreſtrial hem- 
lock often failed wherethe aconite ſucceeded. 
The next is the aconizum recommended 
by the doctor, and which Wepfer has de- 
ſcribed by the name of cicuta aguatica, or 
water hemlock, and of the diſmal effects of 
ſome children, who, by miſtake, did eat of 
it. The alterations which Wepfer obſerved 
the roots of aconitum to make in the body, 
were a violent pain and heat in the ſtomach, 
terrible convulſions, with the loſs of all the 
ſenſes, diſtortion of the eyes, and flowing of 
blood out of the ears; the mouth ſo faſt ſhut 
that no art could open it; efforts to vomit, 
but nothing thrown up; frequent hie- 
coughs, with a great diſtenſion and ſwelling, 
eſpecially at the pitof the ſtomach ; and when 
death had finiſhed the tragedy, a continual 
running of green froth at the mouth. | 
This plant, however, has alſo been pre- 
pared and given by Storck in' the ſame man- 
ner and quantity as the terreſtrial hemlock, 
and he ſays it has cured in many caſes where 
the other has failed, which may be ſeen in 
ſeveral caſes, in his treatiſe on that plant. 
Upon the whole, Dc. Storck deſires he may 
not be underſtood in a general ſenſe; nor 
E 3 does 
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to the ſtomach, and cannot be diſſolved by 
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does he mean to extend the virtues of hem- 
lock fo far as to give them the latitude of a 
ſpecific. For he is not of ſuch an opinion as 
to believe that theſe rules are general; and 
that hemlock ought always to cure. He 


ſays, and openly owns, that he has likewiſe 


had patients of all kinds to whom likewiſe 
"hemlock was of no ſervice; although it was 


indicated from the fimilitude of the diſeaſe. 
If any ſhould be defirous to try the effects 

of theſe plants in expectation of a cure, it is 

beſt to begin with. a ſmall quantity; for there 


are particular conſtitutions, in which medi- 


cines, otherwiſe extremely innocent, are 


hurtful. Therefore, to avoid doing miſchief 
in ſuch caſe; and in order, gradually, to at- 
tain a knowledge of the patient's habit, the 
"beſt way is to proceed cautiouſly, and with 
moderate doſes. 


The next remedy propoſed for Cancers, is 
antimonial pills. This mineral, from the 
knowledge of its real conſtituents by analy fis, 
when given in a ſolid indiffolvable form, can 


be of no effect in Cancers, no more than in 


bſerved; but rather 
la, becomes hurtful 


ſchirruſſes, as already r 
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any of the animal fluids : whence itcan ſeatee 
poſſibly enter the lacteals, to mix with the 
blood and juices ; as the metallic particles lie 
dormant in its ſulphur : hence antimony, in 
a ſolid form, is rejected in cancerous caſes. 

The following corollaries may be inferred; 
that whatever has been propoſed for the cur- 
ing of Cancers, are merely palhative medi- 
cines; and that no real ſpecific has been hi- 


thertodiſcovered for that fatal diſorder, altho' 


the phyſicians of all nations, from the time 
of Hippocrates to the preſent, have, by num- 

berleſs reſearches and experiments, made trial 
of every thing in nature, from the moſt in- 
nocent drug, to the moſt virulent poiſon, 
both in the mineral and vegetable kingdoms; 
yet the diſeaſe till baffles the power of phy. 
fic ; therefore the laſt remedy propoſed, as 
the only reſource, 1s amputation, 

But, alas ! how uncertain is that cruel and 
ſevere operation ; and how few there be who 
receive benefit from it, as has been already 
mentioned; that among two hundred who 
had their breaſts cut off, not above three 
received benefit; for after the operation, the 
diſeaſe generally returns, and rages with 
more violence, Nor 1s it always, and on 
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every part, to be performed; nor can jt be 
attempted, if the breaſt be adherent, or the 
glands in the arm- pit tumefied and ſchirrous; 
nor if the part þe near any large veſſel ; nor 
if the cancerous malignity has infected the 
plood. Thus it is plain that no medicine nor 


art hitherto tried has been of efficacy enough 


to cure Cancers, not even extirpation itſelf. 
And itis in vain to expect ſucceſs from am- 
putation, whilſt the morbid matter remains 
ſtill fixed in the juices ; and until that is 
thoroughly eradicated by the proper ſpecifics, 


the diſeaſe will break out again either in the 


fame place, or throw itſelf upon ſome other 
part: the cancerous lurking humour, being, 
as it were, conveyed thither by a kind of me- 
. taſtafis 7s or tranſlation of the peccant matter. 
| Thus having 1 taken a ſurvey of the fore- 
going practice, and of the ſeveral opinions 


and remedies propoſed ; I ſhall therefore now 


proceed to give a more exact account of the 
nature, cauſes, and different ſpecies beth of 
ſchirrous and cancerous complaints, in order 
to eſtabliſh a more univerſal, ſolid, ſafe, and 
effectual method of cure. 1 ſhall alſo ay 


ceduced fome are inferences, ſhewing 
the 
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the error of giving the latitude of a ſpecific 
to mercury, antimony, and hemlock, for 
thoſe diſorders in general; and that, by too 
haſtily, drawing concluſions too general, 
from a few particular caſes. | 


The moſt ſaſe, efficacious, and only certain 
method of cure, for every ſpecies of A 
ruff s and cancers. 


Now proceed to the method of cure, 
which I have uſed with the greateſt ſuc- 
ceſs for a conſiderable time, during a very 
extenſive practice in ſchirrous and cancerous 
complaints, 
There are in theſe diſcaſes two principal 
- things which merit our particular attention; 
namely, the antecedent cauſes of the diſor- 
der, and the cancerous matter when formed ; 
I ſhall therefore, with reſpect to the cauſes, 
divide cancers into four different ſpecies. 
Firſt, ſuch as proceed from a venereal in- 
fection; ſecondly, thoſe which are produced by 
a ſcorbutic, or ſcrophulous humour; third- 
ly, thoſe that happen from a complication 
of the foregoing diſtempers ; fourthly, thoſe 
occaſioned by external injuries, the patients 
being at that time in ſound health, and free 
| ; from 
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from any prior diſeaſe. Hence it follows, 
that cancers are either venereal, ſcorbutic, 
complicated or ſimple. 

. To fulfil theſe four intentions, and 
rightly to adapt the cure, a phyſician ought 
to uſe his utmoſt diligence and ſagacity. 

If the cancer be judged venereal, ſcorbu- 
fic, ſcrophulous, I adminiſter internally my 
anticancerous elixir, as I dolikewiſe in com- 
plicated caſes ; having fully experienced its 
efficacy in each; as it not only expels the 
virus, but purifies the whole mals of blood : 
In ſimple caſes, I have found the linement 
ſvfficient to effect a cure without the help of 
internals: 

The external remedy which I apply in 
ſchirruſſes and cancers; and which are con- 
Jointly uſed with the internal remedy ſpeci- 
fically propoſed in the-foregoing article, are 
ny antiſchirrousand anticancerous medicines. 

The fr, of which the qualities are admi- 
rable, as it relaxes the fibres and membranes 
on the ſchirrous part; reſtores and ſtrength- 
ens their ſyſtaltic ſpring ; ſoftens and liqui- 
fies the concreted humour; and by theſe 
conjoint means, procures the reſolution of 
it; or brings it to a kindly ſuppuration : 

while 
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while, at the ſame time, it operates with- 
out any danger of irritating, or inflaming 
the diſorder, or bringing on a cancer. 

The fecond; of which there is no doubt of 
its virtue, in quieting the violence of the 
pains, corrects the cancerous ichor, and 
brings it to a laudable ſuppuration ; alſo de- 
terges and cicatrizes the ulcers. - Titus by 
the uſe of theſe remedies, the diſeaſe is era- 
dicated, and a perfect cure completed, 
without danger of a relapſe. 

The ſucceſs of my Practice, confirmed 
by long experience, enables me to ſay, that 
ſchirruſſes and cancers are curable ; and I 
am thereby convinced that the afflicted may 
receive conſiderable benefit, eſpecially as I 
have had the happineſs to perform cures on 
patients, whoſe caſes are deemed deſperate 
and incurable, in confirmation of which ſe- 
veral caſes are annexed, 


Ulcers of the Uterus or Womb. 


T is known by experience, that ulcers in 
the womb are more rapid in their pro- 
greſs, more painful, and generally more dan- 
gerous in women who have yet their month- 


ly 
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ly courſes, than in thoſe with whom they 
have "ceaſed. 


In practice, only three kinds of Ulcers in 
the uterus are known ; the ſimple ulcer, the 


' venereal, and the carcinomatous, or cance- 
rous. I ſhall not enter into a diſcuſſion of 
the various methods of treatment in thoſe 
diſorders ; but only hint that there are two 


genera] intentions to be obſerved : The one, 
to correct the bad quality of the blood, 
which has produced, or at leaſt continues the 
ulcer : The other to prevent any thing that 


may aygment repletion, or pain in an ulce- 


rated part of the womb, and thereby con- 
duce to the increaſe of the diſeaſe. 

The methods I have long uſed in treating 
the moſt confirmed ulcers of the womb, in 
which I have had great experience, have 
proved ſingularly efficacious ; and there are 
many inſtances to be cited wherein my reme- 
dies have been attended with remarkable 


| ſucceſs in the different ſtages of thoſe deſ- 


perate diſorders, even to the aſtoniſhment of 
numbers of the faculty. | 
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4 Diſſertation on the Di Dibrders occaſioned by. 


the Milk; and the Means of preventing 
Them. 


HE diſorders which moſt frequently 

are occaſioned by the Milk, may be 
divided into two claſſes. The firſt compre» 
hends thoſe brought on by too great a quan- 
tity of milk, by its lodging or condenſing in 
the parts through which it is filtrated, and 
which are appropriated to its reception. The 
ſecond includes ſuch as ariſe (let what wil 
be the cauſe) from the milk's not being ſe- 
creted from the blood, and its flowing in- 
termixed with the maſs W the bloods 
veſſels. 

The diſorders occaſioned by the bedan! 
dancy of milk, by its ſtagnating, and con- 
denſing in the breaſts, deſerve the niceſt at- 
tention. The milk, by its redundancy, ren- 
ders the breaſts tumid and painful, and pro- 
duces dangerous inflammations ; by its ſtag- 
nating it corrupts and forms abſceſſes, The 
milk naturally condenſes; when the moſt 
fluid part of it runs off through the excretory 
_ or paſtes away by perſpiration, in 
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_ which caſe it often obſtruQs the lymphatic 


ducts that form the glands of the breaſts, 


'and render them ſchirrous. Such ſchirruſ- 


ſes may degenerate into a cancer, an alarm- 
ing and dangerous malady. 

Theſe, then, are the diforders to which 
the milk gives riſe, in the very organs which 
nature deſtined for its filtration and reception. 

With regard to the means of preventing 
thoſe accidents, it ſhould ſeem that the ſuck- 
ling of a robuſt child, of all others were the 
propereſt to prevent too great quantity of 
milk from overloading the breaſts, as well 
as its ſtagnation and condenſing. A ſlender 
diet ought likewiſe to be enjoined, leſt the 
milk ſhould ſo abound in the breaſts, as that 
the infant may not be able to empty them. 
But ſhould that remedy be precluded by 
the averſion which ſome women have to 
ſuckling, and if, at the ſame time, the breaſts 
are painful, and threaten inflammation, eve- 
ry proper method muſt be uſed to cauſe a 
revulſion of the milk, and promote the Ja- 
chia; ſuch as emollient clyſters, bleeding in 


the feet, and bathing them in warm water, 


as well as frequent frictions in the lower 
parts; yet ſhould the inflammation of the 
| breaſts 
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breaſts be attended by that of the' womb, 


together with a ſuppreſſion of the /achie, 
(an accident which often happens) bleeding 
in the foot, in order to reſtore the ſuppreſ- 
ſed evacuation, ſhould not be haſtily practi- 


ſed; as it is likely to increaſe the diforder in 


the womb, and, inſtead of abating, render 
the inflammation more violent. Moriceau, * 
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* Though one may well venture to ſtyle erroneous the 
theory of Derivation and Revulſſon adopted by Moriceau, 
ſince bleeding in the foot does not draw to the lower parts 
a greater quantity of blood, into the arteries; nor does 
that in the arm facilitate a more copious reception af 
blood into the arteries conveying it to the upper parts of 
the body; nevertheleſs we muſt allow his practice to be 
good. Preference certainly mult be given to bleeding in 
the arm, in ca e of an inflammation of the wamb ; forthe 
force of the d:ſcending vena cava being diminiſhed by the 
privation of a column of blood, which bleeding cauſes, 
the inferior vena cava empties itſelf with greater eaſe into 
the right auricle of the heart, and permits a more free en- 
trance of the blood carried to it by the veins of the uterus. 
Hence the utility of bleeding in the arm, in all inflamma- 
tions of the womb. By quite a contrary manner of at- 
ing, bleeding in the foot is neceſſary to recall the evaeua- 
tions ; for by that operation the aſcending vena cava lool 
ing a column of blood, which would have flowed to, it; 7 
and the deſcending vena cava, by that means, reſiſting 

mere 
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in that caſe recommends bleeding in the 


arm, contrary to a vulgar opinion that re- 
preſents this method as noxious to women 


newly brought to bed; nay he fairly proves 


the danger of bleeding in the foot in the 
above ſituation; nevertheleſs this able prac= 
titioner in the profeſſion of midwifry, 
though he be abſolutely of opinion, that, 
in all inflammations of the womb, and ſup- 
preſſions of the lochia, bleeding in the arm 
ſhould be practiſed, to produce à revulſion 
towards the womb, and diminiſh the maſs 
of blood; is alſo of opinion that bleeding 
in the foot may be of great ſerviee, and 


- preſcribes it with much confidence, when 


bleeding in the arm has firſt been tried +. 
When bleeding, and the other remedies 
preſcribed have been judiciouſſy employed 
to reſtore or augment” the flowing of the 
lachia, 


more powerfully its entrance into the right auricle of 


the heart, the utering veins will meet with greater 
difficulty in diſcharging themſelves, and a plethora muſt 
enſue, which will bring on. a more conſiderable flowing 
of the leochia ; or the natural evacuations of women in 


4+ $6e Moriceau's Treatiſe on Midwifry, page 410. 
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loca, ſo as to obtain the end propoſed; 
which is, to diminiſh the maſs of blood, 
and the quantity of milk which is conveyed 
to the breaſts, and renders them painfyl; 
it is neceſſary to adminiſter all that tends to 
promote perſpiration. During this time, 
every thing ſhould be applied to the breaſt, 
to diminiſh or prevent the condenſing of the 
milk. After having uſed theſe means, re- 
courſe ſhould be had to more powerful 
reſolvents, ſuch as the liniment prepared 
for that purpoſe: 

Theſe, then, are the general methods 
which ſeem neceſſary to be uſed, to prevent 
the inflammation of the breaſts, the extra- 
vaſation and condenſing of the milk, the 
ſchirrus, and the cancer, which is often 
the conſequence. 

We now proceed to conſider that cas of 
diſorders, which the milk produces, when 
it is not ſepatated from the blood. 

When the woman does not ſackle; and 
the courſe of the milk, through the breaſts, 
is not promoted thereby; that milk ſhoule 
be continually conveyed to the heart, 
through the blood-veſſels. But, as before 
obſerved, the womb being cloſed, and hav- 

F ing 


1 

ing obſtructed almoſt totally the veſſels 
which convey the blood to the child; a 
reflux is cauſed, and impedes the contrac- 
tion of the left ventricle, which, in this 
caſe, ought to be more frequent: but if in 
theſe circumſtances, the evacuation of the 


milk deſigned by nature, has not its courſe 


by way of the breaſts, and if the lacteal 
matter is conveyed back to the heart ; that 
organ will be naturally overcharged by the 
conflux of a greater quantity of fluid than it 
ought to receive; in this caſe the contraCtions 
will neceſſarily multiply, the heat of body 
will encreaſe, and a fever ſoon will enſue. 
This fever, which is termed, The Milk 


Fever, generally happens the third or fourth 


day after lying- in, and ſometimes continues 
but twenty-four hours, during which, the 
breaſts ſwell, and receive a great quantity 
of milk. This fever generally terminates 
by ſweats, more or leſs profuſe, that ſmell 
like ſour milk, and, it is to be obſerved, 
that it is rather uſeful than hurtful ; for 


the heat being increaſed, the juices have a 


larger ſpace, by means of the rarefaction ot 
which they are ſuſceptible. The ſanguinary 
arteries are a little diſtended; the orifices of 


the 


I 
the lymphatic atteries become larger, and 
conſequently, more eaſily admit the glo- 
bules of the milk: for the ſame reaſon; 
they can more eaſily paſs from the laſt men- 
tioned veſſels into the excretory ducts, and 
by that means be expelled. It is alſo for 
this reaſon, that the breaſts receive more 
milk during this fever, and that the perſpi- 
ration is increaſed : it is, perhaps, from the 
ſame cauſe (I mean the rarefaction of the 
| Juices) that warm applications tend to in- 
creaſe the milk. Women who ſuckle their 
children from their firſt lying- in, are but 
little incommoded with this fever; it trou- 
bles thoſe more who do not ſuckle, though 
many are found amongſt the latter who are 
but ſlightly attacked with it. 

The milk fever may be of ſhort or long 
duration. It will be ſhort, if nature can by 
any excretory means, throw off the humours; 
with which it is overcharged ; that is to 
ſay, in the caſe where women do not ſuckle, 
if the lechia increaſe, or the perſpiration be- 
comes more profuſe: but it will be of 
longer duration, if the humours which 
overcharge the veſſels, cannot effect a paſ- 


wage through one or other of theſe ways: 
F 2 This 
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Phis fever will then be equally dangerous, 


aud the more fo, if, as it ſometimes hap- 


pens, the lchia or the perſpiration diminiſh, 
This malady is ordinarily attended with 
many ill conſequences ; ſometimes delirium, 


phrenzy, convulſions, and ſudden death: at 


other times inflammations, abſceſſes, and 
lacteal extravaſations, which form them- 
ſelves in many. parts of the body. Theſe 
extravaſations often terminate the diſorder, 
when they form themſelves in the exterior 


parts ; but they are generally mortal when 


formed in the interior. This fever, how- 
ever, may ſubſiſt without bringing on any 
abſceſs, for a conſiderable time, and it. may 
then have all the ſymptoms of a putrid 
fever; the lacteal matter of which, being 


| Hable to a rank and alcaleſcent fermenta- 


tion, nouriſhes the fever, and cauſes the de- 
ſolution of humouts, which being carried to 


2 certain point, of neceſſity brings on death. 


There. are. numberleſs examples of the 
bad effects which. the air produces in theſe 


+ Caſes ; ſo that it ſhould be ſtrictly enjoined 


ta lying-in. women, not. to take the air too 
ſoon. But this advice, as is natural to ima- 
gine, need not be ſo fr recommended 


to 


. 


I 
to women that ſuckle, becauſe with them, 
the milk has a channel which is never cloſed. 

But if, notwithſtanding all theſe precau- 
tions, the lochia and perſpiration are not 
encreaſed, and there is always reaſon to ap- 
prehend accidents ; bleeding in the fogt 
may be pfactiſed, when a ſtrict injunction 
mult be laid on the diet: But let it be par- 
ticularly obſerved, that, in theſe caſes, per- 
ſpiration is the diſcharge that ſhould be had 
principally in view. 

Though ſudorifics and Seed tics are 
in the claſs of heating remedies, and though 
ſuch remedies do not ſeem proper in a fever 
that has the ſymptoms of a putrid one; 
there is, however, in this caſe little to fear 
from the uſe of them, Theſe remedies, it 
is true, may, during their operation, en- 
creaſe the heat ; but that is but for a time: 
ſo that when their operation has ceaſed, the 
heat and fever are leſs than betore, becauſe 
the ſweats and perſpiration have carried off 
with them, one part of the humour that 
nouriſhed the heat and fever ; from which 
it follows, they have operated with efficacy 
upon the cauſe of the diſorder. It is be- 
yond a doubt, that ſudorifics and diaphore- 


tics 
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tics produce a ſalutary effect, in cauſing a | 
greater rarefaCtion in the juices, which be- 
ing rarihed, diſtend the arteries that con- 
rain them. Theſe arteries being diſtended, 
render the orifices of the lymphatic arteries 
(to which they give riſe) ſufficiently large, | 
to receive the heterogeneous matter which 
reſults from the remains of the milk; a 
A matter, which, without the operation of 
ſudorifics, would not but with difficulty 
have been diſcharged. : f 
* The lymphatic arteries, in their turn, en- 
creaſing in diameter, by the rarefaction of 
the lymph and other juices, which circulate 
1 in their tubes; they facilitate the excretion 
| of the heterogeneous humour, and that by 
enlarging the orifices of the excretory ducts ; 

f from whence it may be concluded, that 
” warm ſudorific remedies, ought ſometimes 


, 1 to be preferred to cooling remedies; becauſe 
i the former often operate on the cauſe of the F 
1 diſcaſe, and expel it, while the latter only 
14 oppoſes the effects which that ſame cauſe 


produces. Though light diaphoretic and 
ſudorific remedies may be uſed with ſucceſs 
in the cure of diſeaſes incidental to women 
from a defect in the excretion of the lacteal 
humour, 
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humour, it is not thence to be inferred 
that every other kind of my ought to 

be rejected. 
Piurging cannot, with propriety, be re- 
© commended on firſt ly ing: in, becauſe it can- 
not fail to cauſe a diminution, and, probably, 
a ſuppreſſion of thoſe evacuations, which, 
though not copious, ought to be promoted. 
Nevertheleſs, when it is preſumed that, 
the firſt paſſages are overcharged, and there 
are manifeſt cauſes for purging, gentle doſes 
may be adminiſtered, at firſt lying- in: but 
if the diſeaſe be of long duration, and the 
lacteal humour ſeems to incline towards the 
inteſtines, and, conſequently, to bring on 
a flux, the uſe of purgatives will not admit. 
of a doubt: They may be repeated accord- 
ing to the effect, and rendered more or leſs, 
powerful, according to the ſymptoms and 
the nature of the diſorders, there is reaſon 
to apprehend. "4. 
It is neceſſary to add a little, concerning 
the utility of bliſters, when women, labour- 
ing under this diſorder, feel violent pains in 
different parts of the body. This very often 
happens, and the pains are always extreme, 
and are ſituated generally on the thighs, on 
the 
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the fide of the faftia lata, which is the 
membranous part; ſometimes they ate felt 
in the legs and the feet: Theſe pains are 
often attended with a ſlight ſwellipg, which 
might afford ground to ſuſpect an extravaſa- 
tion in thoſe parts, if there was not reaſon 
to think otherwiſe from the ſhort time in 
which the ſwelling diſappears, ,and the pains 
quit that ſeat for one very diſtant. When 
a like caſe preſents itſelf, it is improper to 
hazard inciſions ; but without riſquing any 
danger, a large bliſter plaiſter may be ap- 
plied to the outward fide of .the thigh, and 
to the moſt painful part; it will produce 


ſuppuration, which ſhould be promoted. 


I have ſeen this method repeated, and re- 


move exceſſive pains, that had refifted à 


variety of other means. 
To finiſh this diſſertation, it only remains 
to obſerve, that in all the various degrees in 


which theſe dangerous and afflicting diſ- 


orders appear, I have adminiſtered my re- 


medies with univerſal ſucceſs; the happy 


effect of which may be known from the 
caſes hereunto annexed. 


— — 
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The following caſes, among many 
others, are atteſted from indubi- 
table * 
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Mrs. LONGBOTTOM's Caſe. 


TRS. Longbottom, midwife, wife of Mr. 
Longbottom, next door to Gu y 's Hoſ pital, 
had been afflited with a ſchirrous tumour, of 
ſome years growth, attended at intervals with : 
darting pains. She had conſulted the moſt eminent 
of the faculty, who, after uſing divers means gave 
her up as paſt hope of relief, In this ſtate of © 
deſpair, ſhe was encouraged by ſome friends to 
apply to me; when I found the tumour very 
hard, impenetrable, and of an uncommon ſize ; 
the glands under the arm-pits wete like- 
wiſe ſchirrous; encreaſed to the ſize of a large 
Hen's egg, and fixed. The acute paitis ſhe had 
long felt, could not but reduce her to a very weak 
and languid condition. I followed my uſual me- 
thod of practice; which ſubjects not the patient 
to any degree of pain; till, by degrees, the tu 
mour became ſoft, the axillary glands were totally 
reduced; every bad ſymptom was perfectly re- 
moved, there remained not the leaſt uneaſy ſens 
fation, and a cure was compleatly effeQed in 
three months. 
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As this is a moſt extraordinary caſe, and the 
confirmation of it of courſe of the utmoſt import- 
ance to perſons afflicted in a fimilar manner, thoſe 
who pleaſe to apply to Dr. Burrows will be re- 


ferred not only to the patient, and Mr. Long- 
bottom, who, from the nature of his profeſſion, 


muſt be well known to the faculty in general, 
but the names of the reſpectable practitioners the 
patient had conſulted upon the occaſion. 


Caſe of MARTHA DAN. 

„ e Dan, of Cambridge, about 22 
years of age, was recommended to my 

care by Mr. Hodſon, Printer, of that town, to 
whoſe child ſhe was wet-nurſe. Three or four 
weeks after her lying- in, a milk tumour formed 
in her right breaſt, which daily -encreafing, be- 
came large, an iaflammation came on with ex- 
cruciating pain. The reſolreat and other me- 
thods had been tried for ſome time, without eſſect. 
till at length, Mr. Hodſon compaſſionating her 
diftrefl2d fituation, wrote to me, deſcribing her 
caſe, I ſert her my remedy, with directions; 
and on application, ſhe began ſoon to grow eaſter ; 
till, by a continuance of the ſame, the tumour 
was ſhortly brought to ſuppuration ; the pain con- 
ſequently abated, then ceaſed, and in a few days 
the breaſt was healed, without any other topical 
application, The woman is now in perfect health, 
Caſe 


Caſe of Mrs. EVANS. 


RS. Evans (one of the people called 
quakers) in the Grange Walk, Southwark, 


haviog a large indurated tumour in her breaſt, 


with a conſiderable ſchirrous knot, which extended 


to the arm-pit, conſulted an eminent ſurgeon, 


who adviſed her to have it cut off; but on her 
dreading ſo painful an operation, recommended 
her only to keep it warm, concluding that all at- 
tempts to cure it would prove ine fſectual. 

The tumour gradually increa ſing, the paia of 
courſe became daily more acute, and produced 
thoſe ſhocking effects that are common in ſuch 
caſes; till at length, in March, 1770; ſhe. was 
adviſed to apply to me, by Mrs. Longbottom, 
midwife, near Guy's Hoſpital, whom I had be- 
fore cured of a cancer of the moſt malignant na- 
ture. Encouraged by this promifing circumſtance, 
ſhe complied with her advice, and being treated 
in my uſual method; in a ſhort u „ 
very ſenſible relief. 

The ſchitrus was gradually loa; the tu- 
mour ſoftened, her pains daily diminithed, and in 
the ſpace of two months, ſhe was -perfettly re- 
ſtored, to her own unſpeakable pleaſure, and the 
ſurprize of many of her brethren and neigh» 
bours, who implicitly relying on-the opinion of 

E 2 ſome 
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ſome of the faculty, had intimated, that her caſe 
was beyond the power of medicine, and to be 
remedied but by extirpation alone. She appeared 
in tolerable ſpirits, and made little or no complaint 
of pain, during the courſe of the cure, nor has 
the leaſt bad ſymptom appeared on her breaſt 
eyer ſince, but, on the contrary, ſhe has os 
2 ſtate of perfect health. 


Cafe of ALICE ARIS. 


Hs patient, whoſe diſorder proved to be 

of the moſt inveterate nature, was recom- 
mended to me in 1965, by ſome perſons in the 
family of het grace the late Ducheſs of Bridge- 
water. She had already had the advice of ſeve- 
ral hoſpital ſurgeons, from whom receiving very 
little encouragement to hope for a cure, the be- 
came languid and extremely dejected. 
When I firſt made obſervation of her caſe, I 
found ſhe had a cancerous tumour in the left 
breaſt, attended with diſcoloration and a ſurf on 
the ſkin. The nipple was retracted, which ex- 
cited great pain, and threatened ulceration, which 
in a ſhort time, accordingly happened. Her arm 
and ſhoulder ſuffered greatly from a ſchirrus of 
conſiderable ſize, being under the arm: pit, and 
ſcarcely moveable, | 
Ker 


E 


Fler caſe was ſo peculiarly malignant, that 
my method of treatment did not promiſe ſueceſs 
for a conſiderable time; nevertheleſs, as the 
tumour did not enlarge, I was encouraged to 
proceed. Having continued the application of 
my remedies about ſeven weeks, | perceived 
the tumours began to ſoiten, move and incline 
to diſſolve. Aﬀter theſe very promiſing ſymp- 
toms, the patient grew daily more eaſy, reco- 
yered her reſt in ſome degree, and her ſtrength 
in a very ſhort time, ſo far as to be able to at- 
tend daily at my houie in order to be dreſſed. 

She was treated in the fame manner as my 
other patients, and though the cure was much 
ſlower than I uſually experience in other caſes; 
it was at length radicaliy effected in about the 
ſpace of five months, when ſhe returned to ſer- 
vice in perfect health. Since her cure ſhe has 
lived with S. Fanſhaw, Eſq; in Saville-Row, and 
Mrs. Cook, in May-Fair, as can be atteſted by 
many of the family, from which ſhe received 
her recommendation to me, 


Caſe of Mrs. WEST. 


RS. Weſt, wife to a cabinet maker, in 
Holbourn, was recommended to my 

care, in March, 1770, by Mr. M*Kinnon, up- 
holder, in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields. She informed 
mes 
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me, that in the beginning of the year, after 
having laid in about fix weeks, ſhe felt violent 
ſhooting pains in her left, breaſt, In a ſhort 
time after, che breaſt grew very hard and in- 
flamed. She had the advice of a ſurgeon, who 
ordered her to pultice- it, night and morning, 
which ſhe did for ſeme time. This cauſed it to 
impoſthumate and break, and a great diſcharge 
followed thereupon. Four days after another 
part of the breaſt broke, and in the ſpace, of a 
month, ſeycral holes appeared, When! examined 
her, I found ſeveral ſinuſſes which penetrated | 
very deep, and from the great diſcharge ſhe 
was brought extremely low, „I treated her in 
my uſual manner, of the ſucceſs of which I 
have had ſuch frequent experience, and in the 
courſe of one month, ſhe was radically cured ; 
and bas ſince attended the duties of her family, 
in a ſtate of 144d health. 


7 of a Poor Woman. 


Poor Woman, wife to a chairman, in * 

zon Street May-Fair, recommended to 

me by the brother of Ceorge Wright, Eſq; 
member of parliament for Leiceſter (whoſe ſiſter 
| then had under my care, for a fimilar caſe) 
had an ulcerated cancer in her breaſt, of ſeveral 
years landing, for which ſhe had been an out- 
| patient 
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patient in St. George's Hoſpital, without ob- 
taining any relief. At length ſhe was adviſed 
by the faculty to have it extirpated, but feared 
the ſeverity of the operation. 

Upon examination I found the ulcer to be 
very deep, and contain an intolerable ſcœtid 
ſlough, diſcharging a thin putrid 1chor in great 
quantities. Her diſorder was attended with 
acute, burning, and pricking pains, which de- 
priving her of reſt, reduced her to a very ema- 
ciated ſtate. 

She was treated in the ſame manner as my 
other patients: after ſome weeks a good di- 
geſtion enſued, and in four months, without any 
inconvenience, the ulcer healed, and ſhe was 
radically cured. | 


Caſe of Mrs. HARLEY. 


RS. Harley, in Welbeck Street, Mary-le- 

bone, in the year 1769, applied to me, 

having a large cancerous tumour in the upper 
part of her breaſt, which ſwelled, after ſome 
time, to a prodigious ſize, She had conſulted, 
her apothecary, who only adviſed her to keep 
it warm; but the pain daily encreaſing, * ſhe 
was at length unable to reſt. A ſurgeon was 
then conſulted, and reſolvent applications were 
uſed, by which means the breaſt was violently 
inflamed, 
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inflimed, Pultices were applied, which abated 
the inflammation, but the hardneſs ftill continued. 
In this ſtate I found her, and applied the medi- 
cines I uſe in cancerous diſorders, which very 
toon abated the pain: In about a month the hard- 
neſs and ſwelling began to decteaſe, and in the 
ſpace of fourteen weeks, ſhe was entirely cured, 
without cutting, cauſtic, or any painful opera- 
tion. 
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Caſe of JANE KEEP. 


H1S is to certify, that I, Jane” Keep, of 


Sunning Hill, in Berkſhire, having, for a 


conſiderable time, laboured under a cancerous 


diſorder in my tongue, which had eat many large 
holes into it, and rendered me almoſt incapable 
of taking proper nouriſhment to keep alive; I 
conſulted many able profeſſors, and took a great 
quantity of medicines, but to no purpoſe, my 
diſorder daily encreaſing, I muſt have periſhed 
in a very ſhort time, but was recommended by 
{ome friends, whoſe names are here under-written, 
to come to London, and apply to Dr. Burrows, 
or his advice. I took a lodging near him, and 
A the ſpace of one month, through the bleſſing 
of God, and his medicines, he made an entire 
| cure 
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eure of me, to the great aſtoniſhment of my 
. acquaintance and friends, who knew my miſe- 


rable ſituation. 
JANE KEEP. 


Sunning-Hill, April 18, 1774. 


Richard Hodges, 1 
Witneſs A.M. Hodges, Sunning-Hill. 
John Charlwood, Suning-Hill. 


Caſe of MARY SMITH. 


FARY SMITH oppolite Mr. Rowbot- 
tom's, japanner, in Long Acre, had la- 
boured many years under a cancer of an enor- 
mous ſize, during the growth of which ſhe ſuf- 
fered much uneaſineſs. After divers applica- 
tions without relief, ſhe was adviſed, as the 
| only means remaining, to have her breaſt taken 
| off, but would not ſubmit to ſo terrible an ope- 
ration. At length ſhe was xecommended to me, 
in a ſtate truly deplorable, her pains being ſo 
excruciating, as to deprive her of all reſt by 
night and by day. - When ſhe firſt applied, a 
gentleman, eminent in his profeſſion, and one | 
of his Majeſty's houſehold, happened to be pre- 1 
ſent; and, from the malignant ſymptoms with 
which her cancer was attended, pronounced it 
incurable ; but in the courſe of three months, 
the cure was happily effected, without cutting, 
G cauſtic, 
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cauftic, or any painful operation ; or even ſo 
great a degree of pain as the very nature of the 
diſorder commonly produces. This cure was 
performed under the immediate inſpettion of RE. 
that gentleman, who at his own requeſt attended 
from time to time, during the courſe ; as can | 
be atteſted, on referring to me, by the ſaid 

gentleman, as well as a number of the pa- 


tient's neighbours, who were eye-witneſles to 
the ſame, She bas ſince had fine children, 


Mrs. BONNELL's Caſe. 


LICE BONNEL, wife of Mr. Bonnel, up- 
holſterer, in Long Acre, was recom- 
mended to my care in the year 1775, having a 
cancer in her breaſt, that was grown to a con- 
ſiderable fize, attended with the acuteſt pain, 
and threatening the moſt alarming conſequences. 
She had had recourſe to divers means, external 
and internal, notwithſtanding which, the tumour 
continued to increaſe, till through inceſſant 
pain ſhe was reduced to the emaciated ſtate in 
which I found her, The breaſt upon exami- 


| 1 nation proved very hard towards the arm, (which 
* ſhe could not move without the greateſt diffi- 
' culty) irregular in ſhape, with a diſcoloration of / 
| the tegument, She had long been afflicted with 


an intenſe pain in her ſide, which, aggravated 
by 


—ü— — 
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by the ſmalleſt motion, ſometimes amounted 
almoſt to torture. 

Having adminiſtered my remedies for ſome 
| days, a thin ſerous diſcharge iſſued from the 
nipple, which continuing, greatly weakened the 
patient, before much reduced. She expreſſed 


little pain from the manner of treatment, but 
complained much of the weight of the breaſt, 


which ſhe was ob'iged to have ſuſpended. In 
due time, the means I uſed to refolve the tu- 
mour ſucceeded very happily ; the moſt favour- 
able 650 mptoms gradually appeared, and in the 
ſpace of about three months it was entirely 
abated; when ſhe recovered her ftrength, and 
health, and has fince had three fine children; 


as can be atteſted to the fatisfation of thoſa who 


ſhall pleafe to enquire. 


| Caſe of MARY JONES. 


ARY JONES, a poor woman of the 
parith of St. Andrew, Holborn, aged 
forty-four, of a healthy conflitution, had an ul- 
cerated cancer in the breaft, for which the had 


conſulted ſeveral ſurgeons, who deemed the cafe 


incurable. She was directed to me for affittance _ 


in February, 1773, when ſhe informed me that 
the cancer was occafioned by a blow ſhe had 
received ſome years before. The ulcer was at 


0-3 that 
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that time very deep, diſcharging a thin putrid 


ichor, attended with ſevere lancinating pains 
down her fide, greatly affecting her ſhoulder, and 
almoft depriving her of reſt. - By the application 
of my remedies for ſome time, the pain began to 
abate, the ichor to decreaſe, a tolerable good di- 
geſtion enſued, and her natural reſt was reſtored. 
In about four months ſhe was radically cured, and 
during the courſe of the cure, was ſo well as to 
attend at my houſe. She is now in perfect health, 
as can be proved to any, who may pleaſe to enquite. 


Caſe of WILLIAM WALKER. 


TXTILLIAM WALKER, weaver, had been 
afflicted upwards of twelve months, with 


a cancer on his upper lip, which aroſe from an 


excoriation by a tobacco pipe adhering to the 


part in ſmoaking. In 1769 he was recom» 


mended to my care, by Mr, William Aubert, 
Merchant, of London, when having neglected it, 
found part of the lip eaten away. The ſore 
was greatly extended, grown hard and painful, 
and diſcharged a fortid matter, which rendered 
him extremely difagreeable to himſelf, as well as 


others, and almoſt deprived him of the power of 


eating and drinking. In this caſe my method of 
treatment happily ſucceeded ; the lip healed in 


leſs than two months, and the man ever ſince en. 


joyed a perfect ſtate of health. 
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CONCLUSION. 


HESE extraordinary cures . were preceded, 

and haye been followed by a great num- 
ber of others; ſo that if I was to recount the 
different patients, and the various caſes which 
have fallen under my care and inſpection, during 
a long courſe of practice, both at home and 
abroad, they would ſwell into a vclume : But, 
as a few particular caſes, indubitably atteſted, 
are ſufficiently convincing ; and as J reſt my re- 


putation on fas, and not on words, theſe ſhall 


ſuffice. 


I would recommend to perſons who feel them - 
ſelves attacked with cancerous diſorders, to con» 
fider theſe caſes attentively, by which means 
they may diſcover in them ſome ſymptoms 
ſimilar to their own, In comparing their ſtate 
with thoſe that have come under my treatment, 
and obſerving the effects produced by my reme- 
dies, they will be able to judge of the benefit 
they may reaſonably expect in ſo terrible a 
diſeaſe, 


— 
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To conclude, if a conſtant courſe of fuccefsful 
practice; if cures, performed in the moſt deſpe- 
fate cafes, under the immediate inſpection of 
gentlemen of eminence in their profeſſion , if, to 
thefe confiderations, atteſted faQts are added; the 
velity of the medicines by which they were 
vrovght muſt be univerſally acknowledged. ; 


" 


